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April 6 – 9  AWRF General Meeting and P.I.E. 
Sheraton Denver  
Denver, CO

October 19 – 22 AWRF General Meeting  
Omni Charlotte Hotel  
Charlotte, NC

2023
April 16 - 19 AWRF General Meeting 

Scottsdale Plaza Resort 
Scottsdale, AZ

October 15 - 18 AWRF General Meeting and P.I.E. 
Sheraton Dallas Hotel 
Dallas, TX

2024
April 28 – May 1 AWRF General Meeting 

Omni Nashville Hotel  
Nashville, TN

October 27 – 30 AWRF General Meeting 
La Quinta Resort (Waldorf Astoria) 
La Quinta, CA
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Patrick Shire
Dear AWRF Members,

I’m not certain that the Groundhog got it right this year but, Spring is in the air! Scottsdale 
is just around the corner and registration is open for the Spring meeting. Scottsdale is always a 
crowd-pleaser, and this meeting will not disappoint. Registration for the meeting has been strong 
and the numbers are looking great so far. 

As usual, we have a great lineup of speakers to bring to you. Discussions on edge protection, 
crane accidents, the Texas Tuck, US economy and The Cordage Institute. Gary Pittsford is 
joining us again talking about inflation and your financial statements. Our keynote speaker; 
Motivational Speaker and former hockey goaltender Clint Malarchuk, will be speaking. A 
published author, his book A Matter of Inches: How I Survived in the Crease and Beyond is 
available where books are sold. I encourage you to google him and read about his hockey career, 
nearly fatal injury and his recovery.

With regard to the Gala, we will be dining under the water at the OdySea Aquarium. Always 
a fun night and for you animal lovers, there will be a special treat, that I will not divulge at this 
time, so do not miss out on this night! As always, transportation will be provided. 

In other news, we are full steam ahead on our new AWRF Accreditation Program. Our Beta 
member group has been identified and will go through the process, to ensure a clean and 
successful experience for the general membership. Once complete and we have ironed out 
any wrinkles, we will begin the process for those interested in taking part. The rollout to the 
members will begin after the Fall meeting. If you have any questions, regarding the program, 
please reach out to any of the board members in Scottsdale. 

Looking forward a bit to the Fall meeting, we will be in the great state of Texas! The P.I.E. is 
always a great meeting and this year will be no exception. A little glimpse of the Gala for Texas 
will be at AT&T Stadium, home of the Dallas Cowboys. Even a staunch Eagles fan, like myself, is 
guaranteed to have a good time! Stay tuned for more details but, you may want to stretch before 
attending this one. I will say no more….

Exciting news for our members, there are TWO new scholarships being added this year. 
Fulcrum Lifting and our neighbor association National Association of Chain Manufacturers 
(NACM) each donated another $3,000.00 for additional scholarships! We are forever grateful 
to these two wonderful organizations, and we appreciate their generosity. More opportunities 
continue to be gifted to our members and their families in this industry!

In conclusion, I look forward to seeing you all in Scottsdale. “May love and laughter light your 
days and warm your heart and home. May good and faithful friends be yours, wherever you may 
roam. May peace and plenty bless your world with joy that long endures. May all life’s passing 
seasons bring the best to you and yours”. An old Irish blessing. Slainte’.

2023 AWRF PRESIDENT
1549 Bobali Drive, Suite C
Harrisburg, PA  17104
(717) 943-1935
www.alpswirerope.com

ALPS WIRE ROPE CORPORATION

®
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By: J. Barry Epperson
General Counsel and  

Chairman of the  
Government Affairs Committee

The Government  
Affairs Committee

Where is Teddy Roosevelt?
“Walk softly and carry a big stick.”

In far too many corners of the globe, the term 
“feckless” bubbles to the surface as an unwelcome 
synonym for U.S. foreign policy. Perhaps it all began 
with our failure to enforce international trade rules, 
posturing the U.S. in a self-imposed declining spiral 
during the past two decades, while tipping delicate 
balances of power toward the Middle East, Iraq, 
Syria, Lebanon, Libya, Yemen, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, 
North Korea, Russia, China and Iran (currently 
making drones for Russia). Meanwhile, the U.S. has 
been happily resting on the erroneous assumption 
that when the Berlin Wall came down and the Soviet 
Union disintegrated, the future was ours and that 
America would ride the waves of popularity ad 
infinitum. Then, when the U.S. had the opportunity 
to win the war in Afghanistan, we shifted gears to 
nation building in a society totally unlike our own, 
failed and slunk away in the night leaving precious 
armaments to the Taliban which was both overjoyed 
and overwhelmed by our bad judgment.

Today, according to many sources, unless we 
revert to unilateral military superiority and abandon 
the current strategy of “integrated deterrence” with 
excessive reliance on allies, the U.S. is on a losing 

pathway. But before examining the current inadequacies of 
each branch of our armed forces, we should make the following 
general observations: First, America needs more antiaircraft 
missiles (Stingers), more missiles for naval deterrence (both 
intermediate and long range) and more antitank technologies 
(Javelins). Secondly, we need to examine the efficacy of 
personnel strength within the Pentagon in particular and the 
entire Defense Department in general (10,000). Thirdly, we need 
to expedite our delayed delivery munitions orders to Taiwan. 
A column in the New York Times on December 7th notes our 
defense shortcomings: The Air Force is short by 1,650 pilots; 
the Army is short by 30,000 recruits; and the Navy can’t reach 
a target of 313 ships which stood at nearly 600 during President 
Reagan’s tenure.

Navy
It would appear that a certain wokeness has infiltrated 

America’s military. An affectation seems to have caught on 
among candidates for service and others currently serving which 
comes from the top down. For whatever reason, all branches 
except the Marine Corps are short of qualified personnel and 
regardless of whether this sentiment is related more to prejudice 
or politics, there is general agreement that it is a condition which 
must be changed.

Sufficient modern equipment is also lacking. The U.S. Navy’s 
budget request for 2023, which was released in April of 2022, 
calls for the acquisition of nine ships and the retirement of 
twenty-four. By anyone’s calculations, conditions cannot bode 
well for our security when we come to the realization that the 
U.S. Navy will decline from 298 ships to 280 by 2028. If you stare 
into the face of 69 year old Xi Jinping and count his warships, you 
may agree that we need a fleet more like 500 strong to engage on 
even terms.

It seems also that U.S. littoral vessels, designed to operate in 
shallow waters, have not measured up either in terms of mission 
success or mechanical feasibility, so the Navy wants to retire 
nine of them even though replacement frigates are far from 
completion. Among our thirty year old cruisers, five are on the 
retirement schedule, leaving the Navy 600 missile tubes short. 
Moreover, the highest and best use of the littoral craft may be to 
arm them with Strike Missiles. As far as our worn out cruisers 
are concerned, their best use may be as an antiaircraft flotilla 
circling Guam. Fortunately, Strike Missiles, which are made in 
Norway, can be launched from land or sea.

Air Force
According to the Air Force Association, “this branch of the 

service is now the smallest, oldest and least ready it has ever 
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been in its seventy-five year history.” Reports from last  
April indicate a reduction in F-35 fighter jets from 48 to 
33. Of course, replacement costs will rise as supply chains 
continue to come under pressure. The Air Force also plans 
to retire a large part of its air warning systems with no plans 
for replacement.

AWRF is doing its part to reinvigorate critical supply 
chains. Recently, this Association joined a multitude of other 
organizations in successfully lobbying the White House and 
Congress to prevent a full scale railroad strike. Hopefully 
the revival of reliable delivery systems can inspire a similar 
augmentation of critical military armaments.

China
Admiral Charles Richard, outgoing Strategic Command 

Chief since 2019, has stated that Beijing is in the midst of 
“a breakout build of forces.” Such nuclear expansion, he 
says, requires action by the U.S… “As I assess our level of 
deterrence against China, the ship is slowly sinking.” He 
further declares that war is more imminent with China than 
Russia, notwithstanding Putin’s explosive encroachment 
into the Ukraine. The Admiral believes we will soon be 
tested by China, concluding that “rapid fundamental change 
is needed.” But instead of heeding Admiral Richard’s 
admonitions, the Pentagon’s recent “Posture Review” 
reduces the role of nuclear weapons in the U.S. defense 
strategy by eliminating a decade long policy of using nuclear 
arms to “hedge” against foreign threats.” In addition, a 
sea-launch nuclear Cruise Missile program will soon be 
cancelled. The Hound Dog Cruise Missile, built in the late 
50s, which could have our defenses ready quickly, will be 
no more. Also reported are our failures in the development 
of the Navy’s Columbia Class ballistic missile submarine 
as well as the Air Force B-21 Raider strategic bomber and 
Standoff long range (LSRO) weapon. Further from the 
Posture Review, China intends to possess 1,000 warheads by 
the end of the decade, leaving the U.S. with only one solid 
area of real advantage for the present in the form of our 
submarine fleet.

To fill this gap, the Biden Administration proposes to 
create a Civilian Climate Corps larger than the Marine 
Corps and add 87,000 new IRS agents. The administration 
hopes to divert our tax money by reducing defense spending 
to a percentage of the economy, on course to be the lowest 
since the end of the Cold War.

Admiral Richard is not alone in his criticism of the current 
kid gloves approach to China’s relentless encroachment on 

international security. On December 6th, Representative 
Steve Chabot, Ranking Republican on the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee’s Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific, 
stated that President Biden’s foreign policy has “weakened 
America on the world stage.” He further admonished 
that the administration has sought to “coddle” China 
notwithstanding their obvious goal to “replace the United 
States as the globe’s sole superpower.”

North Korea
This fall the U.S. and South Korea conducted joint 

maneuvers under the code name “Vigilant Storm.” The 
exercise comprised 240 warplanes with F-35s from both 
countries. The May inauguration of South Korea’s Yoon Suk-
yeol boded a tougher stance against the country’s northern 
nemesis which has specific South Korean targets in their 
sights to be obliterated by missiles with conventional as well 
as nuclear capabilities. In their own exercises North Korea 
has fired dozens of projectiles causing evacuation alerts 
in Japan as well as South Korea. According to the North’s 
general staff, they have also conducted a ballistic missile 
test simulating an electromagnetic pulse attack. Such an 
attack would cause a burst of electromagnetic radiation. 
There is also a report and photograph of an intercontinental 
ballistic missile capable of striking the U.S. which was 
launches on November 3, 2022. A second such test projectile 
(Hwasong-17) was fired on November 18th, landing near 
Japan. News outlets carried photos of this event, concluding 
that such an ICBM could strike targets in North America.

Conclusion
Many forces are bearing down on the diminishing capacity 

of America’s armed forces. Declining energy independence 
detracts greatly from military strength and sustainability 
while inflation adversely impacts the logistical networks 
essential to efficient armed readiness. Perhaps the first step 
toward recovery should be to make our military branches 
more attractive to qualified young civilians. Inspired 
patriotism is the best public relations. “America Needs You” 
on a poster of a stern Uncle Sam still resonates, as does the 
vibration of freedom.

Many AWRF members have performed contract 
work for the U.S. Military. Some individuals have 
proudly served as soldiers, sailors, airmen or 
marines. Hopefully, this Association can claim a 
part in the restoration of our indispensible armed 
forces whose readiness means our security.
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Saturday, April 15th
5:00 – 7:00 pm Emerging Leaders Opening Reception  

Pickle Ball Courts

Sunday, April 16th
7:30 – 11:00 am  Board of Directors Meeting – Lodge Boardroom
11:00 – 4:00 pm  Registration – Convention Desk
5:00 – 5:30 pm First Timer’s Reception – Camelback Vista Patio
5:30 – 7:00 pm Opening Reception – Cypress Court

Monday, April 17th
7:00 – 8:00 am  Networking Breakfast & Membership Awards  

Grande Ballroom
8:00 – 12:00 pm General Business Sessions – Grande Ballroom
12:30 - 1:00 pm Emerging Leaders - Owner Informational Meeting
9:30 – 3:30 pm Candle Chemistry Tour – Meet in Lobby @ 9:15 am
6:00 – 7:00 pm  Reception – Terraza

Tuesday, April 18th
7:00 – 8:00 am Networking Breakfast – Grande Ballroom
8:00 – 12:00 pm General Business Sessions – Grande Ballroom
12:30 - 1:30 pm Emerging Leaders - Member Meeting 
5:30 – 6:15 pm Reception – Convention Foyer
6:15 – 6:30 pm Transportation to OdySea Aquarium 
6:30 – 11:00 pm  AWRF Gala Under the Water (OdySea Aquarium)

Wednesday, April 19th
9:00 am Networking Golf Tournament 
	 Modified	Shot	Gun	Start	–	Bus	Pickup	@	7:30	am
10:00 – 2:30 pm Queen Creek Olive Mill – Tour & Lunch 
 Meet in Lobby @ 9:15 am

4:30 – 6:00 pm Closing Reception – Camelback Vista Patio

*Schedule is subject to change   
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Contact Us!
P.O. Box 748
Walled Lake, MI 48390
800.444.AWRF (2973)
emily@awrf.org OR caren@awrf.org

Spring General Meeting
Schedule

April 16-19
2023

Scottsdale
AZ

Curtis Dubay -  Monday
U.S. Chamber Chief Economist

Curtis Dubay is the Chief 
Economist at the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. He 
tracks the condition of the 

economy, analyzes the impact 
of public policy on economic 

growth, and runs the Chamber’s 
Chief Economists Committee.

Clint Malarchuk - 
Tuesday

BOOK SIGNING!
LIMITED COPIES 

AVAILABLE 
FOR SIGNING!

Technical Speakers
Timothy Klein

WireCo Worldgroup
Technical Committee Vice-Chair

Greg D’Elia
Slingmax, Inc.

Gary Pittsford
Creative Planning

Partner/Chief Valuation Officer

Full Schedule to be 
released before April

Sarah Padilla
Cordage Institute

Jim Wiethorn
ICC Safety Solutions
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Greg D’Elia
Slingmax, Inc.

Gary Pittsford
Creative Planning

Partner/Chief Valuation Officer

Full Schedule to be 
released before April

Sarah Padilla
Cordage Institute

Jim Wiethorn
ICC Safety Solutions
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TOUR – MONDAY, April 17th – 
Create Something – Candle Chemistry Did you know that the sense of smell is the most 
sophisticated of the five senses and the sense most closely related to memory?
The tour will start with smelling TONS of scents to choose your favorite. Select a con-
tainer to match your décor work with a scent stylist to create a perfect blend. Design 
a label and mix your oils at the fragrance bar to create your unique smell. Lunch and 
Shopping time are included. Approximate tour time: (meet in lobby) 9:30am – 3:00pm. 
The fee is $155.00 per participant.

TOUR – WEDNESDAY, April 19th – 
Queen Creek Olive Mill - A visit to the olive mill includes a history of 
the farm and mill; how signature oils are made and the importance of 
local products and sustainable farming. Taste olive oil, stuffed olives 
and tapenades and purchase your favorites in the gourmet market-
place. A light lunch is included. Approximate tour time: (meet in lob-
by) 10:00 am – 2:30pm. The fee is $125.00 per participant.

2023 AWRF GENERAL MEETING TOURS

• Compacted Construction

• Increased Rope Stability

• Higher Strength

• Longer Service Life

• Fatigue and Abrasion Resistance

• Spools and Operates Smoothly

Find out more information  
at www.wireco.com

Flex-X  
Crane Ropes

Flex-X 6 Flex-X 19

Flex-X 9Flex-X 7 CC

http://www.unionrope.com


$50,000 RAISED
Crosby’s 2022 Rigging for the Troops campaign has raised $50,000 for the Children of Fallen Patriots 

Foundation. Through the combined support of Crosby’s loyal channel partners, end users, and 
employees throughout the United States, we once again surpassed our original fundraising goal of 

$25,000. This is the third year Crosby and its partners have come together to support the Fallen Patriots. 
In total, $125,000 has been raised to-date for this honorable cause.

From September 1 through October 31, The Crosby Group committed to donate $500 for every 
Crosby and ACCO in-person training event hosted in the US. In addition, proceeds from the popular 

User’s Guide for Lifting online training course during this time went toward the goal.

riggingforthetroops.com

THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 CAMPAIGN SPONSORS
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TOUR – MONDAY, April 17th – 
Create Something – Candle Chemistry Did you know that the sense of smell is the most 
sophisticated of the five senses and the sense most closely related to memory?
The tour will start with smelling TONS of scents to choose your favorite. Select a con-
tainer to match your décor work with a scent stylist to create a perfect blend. Design 
a label and mix your oils at the fragrance bar to create your unique smell. Lunch and 
Shopping time are included. Approximate tour time: (meet in lobby) 9:30am – 3:00pm. 
The fee is $155.00 per participant.

TOUR – WEDNESDAY, April 19th – 
Queen Creek Olive Mill - A visit to the olive mill includes a history of 
the farm and mill; how signature oils are made and the importance of 
local products and sustainable farming. Taste olive oil, stuffed olives 
and tapenades and purchase your favorites in the gourmet market-
place. A light lunch is included. Approximate tour time: (meet in lob-
by) 10:00 am – 2:30pm. The fee is $125.00 per participant.

2023 AWRF GENERAL MEETING TOURS

http://www.thecrosbygroup.com
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Heavy Lift sling Experts
 

PROVEN sling overload
detection devices 

Strongest Outer SLing
Jacket & Internal Core
Yarn available

Global Network of 38
Manufacturing Dealers

innovative overhead lifting products
 

www.slingmax.com  •  +1 (610) 485-8500

Safety • Reliability • efficiency 

http://www.slingmax.com
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Congratulations and welcome to 
the following new AWRF Members:

NEW MEMBERS

Eriez.com | 814.835.6000

Power Up
with Rare Earth Magnets

Eriez’ SafeHold® Permanent Lift Magnets carry 
machined parts, castings, press molds, steel plates, 
bars, tubes and more. 
• Ceramic & Rare Earth Models

• Lifts Up To 7,500 lbs

• Needs No Power Source 

• Turns ON & OFF With Ease

Download our Full Line Selection Guide at

Manufacturing Members
Load Monitoring Systems (LMS)
Houston, TX
Wayne Lacey
281.813.6289
wayne@loadmonitoringsystems.com
www.loadmonitoringsystems.com

Orion Cordage
Winslow, ME
Mark Viale
480.594.2678
mviale@orioncordage.com
www.orioncordage.com  

MANUFACTURING
EXCELLENCE

(844) 961-0327

Grade 100 Chain Slings
Alloy Steel J & S Hooks

Wholesale Manufacturing
for Material Handling Distributors

Nationwide. Private Labeling.

SlingMart.com

http://www.eriez.com
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SAFETY IS  
OUR ONLY  
BUSINESS

adbhoistrings.com | 800.423.4425
5740 Hunt Rd. | Valdosta, GA 31606

OPEN YOUR 
CAMERA AND 
SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE

ADB® HOIST RINGS Stands alone as the world’s foremost 
hoist ring and safety lifting products provider.
>  Made in the USA 
> 5:1 Design Factor
> 200% Proof Load Tested
> The Specialist in Customized Hoist Rings
>  Serving the Aerospace, Defense, Manufacturing, Stamping and Injection Molding,  

Power Generation, Construction, Mining, and Concrete and Precast Industries

Find out how we’re revolutionizing hoist rings and the lifting industry 
by visiting adbhoistrings.com.

http://www.adbhoistrings.com
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40 years
Assembly Specialty Products, Inc.

Benedicto Steel Corporation

Bilco Wire Rope & Supply Corp.

Holloway Houston, Inc.

Lift-It Manufacturing Co.

Unirope Limited

West Coast Wire Rope & Rigging Inc.

 

30 years
Ashley Sling, Inc.

Industrial Training International

Fulcrum Lifting - Tri-State Wire Rope

 

20 years
American Rigging & Supply Co. Inc.

Associated Wire Rope & Rigging, Inc.

Fresno Wire Rope & Rigging

Hercules Wire Rope & Sling

Landmann Wire Rope Products Inc.

Miller Lifting Products, Div. GHM Ind.

 

AWRF Milestone Members®

10 years
Alaska Rubber & Rigging Supply

Alliance Industries LLC

American Sling LLC

Campbell Mack Supply (1985) LTD

Ed's Wire Rope & Rigging, Inc.

Gulf America Wire Rope

MacMor Industries

Patterson Company

The Rubicon Group LTD

Woodward Wire Rope & Sling

Hello AWRF,It has been an honor being a 
member of the AWRF.When I was with CWRRINC,  

I was at the 2nd AWRF meeting  
in French Lick, IN.Scott Fishfader, Associated Wire Rope & Rigging

“It’s been a honor to be a 

part of AWRF.”

Steve Napieralski, Napco & Associates



®

byby

ADVANTAGE SALES & SUPPLY, INC.
TOLL FREE: 800-216-2183

www.advantagesales.biz

GRADE 100 CHAIN & HARDWAREGRADE 100 CHAIN & HARDWARE

Slingmakers 18 2022

http://www.advantagesales.biz
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Modulift’s versatile 
and cost-effective Modular 

Spreader Beams along with 
pewag’s state-of-the-art quality 

lifting chain and components 
provide the ideal solution to 

simplify your lift!

800.526.3924
sales@pewagchain.com

pewagchain.com
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Our selection of Permanent and Electro magnet lifts cover a 
wide range of steel lifting applications. We also specialize in 
custom lift solutions designed specifically for the application. 

MAG-MATE®
Our MAG-MATE® brand offers a wide range 
of off-the-shelf magnetic lifts that are the 
workhorses of steel lifting. They provide some 
of the most strength, versatility and durability 
that you can find in a single lift magnet.

WALKER™
Our Walker™ brand NEO, BUX and CER series 
of lift magnets provide a selection of lifts 
from manual permanent to remote controlled 
electro magnets and controls to fit your 
operational requirements.

TOLL FREE 888.582.0822  imi@magnetics.com   
Industrial Magnetics Inc.    1385 S M 75, Boyne City, MI 49712.    PHONE: 1.231.582.3100 magnetics.com

LIFTING
MAGNETS

AND MORE

FLAIG
The FLAIG FX series of lift magnets are  
on/off, rare-earth, permanent lifting magnets 
specifically designed to offer a lighweight 
magnet with maximum performance based 
on the surface shape and dimension of the 
material primarily being lifted, i.e. flat, curved, 
angled, or circular-shaped steel parts. 

LEEA Releases #GLAD2023 Mission Statement
‘We promote safe lifting, so we support GLAD’ is the rallying call of 
this year’s Global Lifting Awareness Day—#GLAD2023—on 13 July.

The Lifting Equipment Engineers Association 
(LEEA) has revealed the mission statement as 
supporters unite in preparation for a day where 
manufacturers, suppliers, and end users share 
material that promotes safe and high quality 
load lifting.

Ross Moloney, CEO at LEEA, said: “Lifting is 
a Cinderella industry and to change its image 
globally we need to raise awareness, hence 
#GLAD2023.”

Moloney has invited stakeholders to show 
support in two simple ways: participate on social 
media; and hold events that serve as hubs from 
which the concept can grow in future years.

He explained: “The hashtag—#GLAD2023—
logo and supporting imagery serve as signposts 
to content and activity that says, ‘We promote 
safe lifting, so we support GLAD’. But this 
isn’t an event only hosted by LEEA that we’re 
inviting people to come along to; we want 
others to hold virtual and in-person events that 
energise the cause too.

“As a minimum,” Moloney continued, “We 
want manufacturers, suppliers, end users, etc. 
to be visible in support of the mission statement 
across social media platforms. Remember 
that LEEA exists to eliminate lifting accidents, 
injuries, and fatalities; and educate, influence, 
and enable so that best practice is everyday 
action. GLAD is how we celebrate buy-in, 
and evidence movement of the dial towards 
prioritising safety over cutting costs.”

As outlined in #GLAD2023 launch messages, 
fighting gravity is inherently dangerous and 
getting it wrong can lead to accident, injury, and 
even fatality. That makes lifting an extremely 
important, challenging, and rewarding sector to 
work in.

Social media posts, videos, articles, and in-person activity 
will again be bound together by the hashtag, #GLAD2023. 
Industry stakeholders are also invited to share their content 
so LEEA can add it to the newly updated website—www.
globalliftingawarenessday.com—where information 
about apprenticeships, military recruitment, diversity, 
sustainability, and technology has been posted during 
previous years.

Moloney added: “Put your hand up. Make the case for 
professionalisation and standards. Highlight that we do 
important and complicated work. Tell younger generations 
why this would be a great industry to work in.”

Anyone with an interest in lifting and working at height 
can contribute. Celebrate the lifting industry on Thursday 
13 July—include the #GLAD2023 hashtag.

Lifting Equipment Engineers Association
3 Osprey Court Kingfisher Way Hinchingbrooke Business Park, 
Huntingdon PE29 6FN, United Kingdom
+44 1480 432801 • leeaint.com

http://www.magnetics.com


Our selection of Permanent and Electro magnet lifts cover a 
wide range of steel lifting applications. We also specialize in 
custom lift solutions designed specifically for the application. 

MAG-MATE®
Our MAG-MATE® brand offers a wide range 
of off-the-shelf magnetic lifts that are the 
workhorses of steel lifting. They provide some 
of the most strength, versatility and durability 
that you can find in a single lift magnet.

WALKER™
Our Walker™ brand NEO, BUX and CER series 
of lift magnets provide a selection of lifts 
from manual permanent to remote controlled 
electro magnets and controls to fit your 
operational requirements.

TOLL FREE 888.582.0822  imi@magnetics.com   
Industrial Magnetics Inc.    1385 S M 75, Boyne City, MI 49712.    PHONE: 1.231.582.3100 magnetics.com

LIFTING
MAGNETS

AND MORE

FLAIG
The FLAIG FX series of lift magnets are  
on/off, rare-earth, permanent lifting magnets 
specifically designed to offer a lighweight 
magnet with maximum performance based 
on the surface shape and dimension of the 
material primarily being lifted, i.e. flat, curved, 
angled, or circular-shaped steel parts. 
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http://www.magnetics.com
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800.873.1916  |  WWW.PEERLESSCHAIN.COM

M
A

D E  I N  T H E U
S

A

RIGGING
LIFTING  
DEVICES
CARGO  
CONTROL
HARDWARE
MARINE
ENTERTAINMENT
TRACTION

IN THE TOUGHEST ENVIRONMENTS EVERYWHERE
TRUSTED PROVEN

http://www.peerlesschain.com


2023 23 Slingmakers

Paul Boeckman, P.E.
AWRF Technical Committee Chairman 
The Crosby Group
Tulsa, OK. USA
Office: 918.832.5347 /  Mobile: 918.629.6319
paulboeckman@thecrosbygroup.com
thecrosbygroup.com

Your AWRF Technical Committee has returned to in-
person meetings and is continuing their work of providing 
technical information to the AWRF membership. We 
have recently been adapting the committee to fill some 
vacancies and allow for more participation of individuals 
interested in our work. There has been a steady increase of 
attendees at the semi-annual meetings, and we are working 
to recruit new resources and knowledge to the Technical 
Committee and subcommittees. We continue to refer to 
the original bylaws of the Technical Committee that state 
we are “to acquire, preserve and disseminate industry 
related technical information to the AWRF membership”. 
Generally, the Technical Committee has stayed on the 
intended course as defined, with the leadership of some 
strong individuals within the industry, especially during 
the early years. With these strong personalities, there were 
reportedly many lively and contentious discussions held 
during the Technical Committee meetings. These spirited 
discussions were normally the result of individuals who 
were passionate about the topic, and the information that 
the Technical Committee was to provide the membership. 

Getting committee agreement on an action, guideline, 
or standard is not always easy, and conflict is expected--
especially when there are industry competitors involved. 
Anyone who has been involved in standards development 
organizations, has witnessed considerable debate over 
significant and insignificant points in the discussion. 
The model for debating and approving actions by your 
Technical Committee aligns with consensus-based method 
used by recognized standards development organizations. 
The consensus-based approach includes an opportunity 
to eventually reach agreement, and while preferred to be 
unanimous; it does not require 100 percent approval of all 
voting members. This approval process prevents a single 
dissenting opinion from stopping the work that most of the 
committee approves of. Regardless, relevant conflicts that 
occur during the consensus process are enlightening for all 
parties and typically lead to a better output. Even with the 
best organizations, adjustments are made to improve the 
approval process, and the Technical Committee will also 
evolve as required to continually improve.

The Technical Committee has been fortunate to have 
included some of the founding members of AWRF. The 
original Technical Committee membership included some 
of the pioneering, entrepreneurs who were leading the 

innovation and development of wire rope, chain, and 
synthetic sling products for lifting, rigging and load 
securement. The meetings began in 1984 and were 
led by Bill Meals. The committee included well-known 
AWRF names like Frank Becker, David Bishop, Jeff 
Klibert, Tony Mazzella, Joe Roberts, Larry Sharrow, 
and Dennis St. Germain. During my time of involvement 
in the Technical Committee, I have also witnessed 
some exceptional work by other long-term contributors 
including Knut Buschmann, Charles Lucas, Larry 
Means, Dan Merrill, Don Sayenga, Ken Sellers, Dave 
Sleightholm, Gary O’Rourke, and Howard Will. Frank 
Becker was the Chairman from late 1980s until 2003, 
followed by Don Pellow until 2019. The contributions of 
these and many other unmentioned individuals who have 
served on the Technical Committee through the years 
are greatly appreciated.

Throughout the years of the Technical Committee, 
there have been some important test programs 
conducted, and informative presentations given to the 
general membership. Some of these were during the 
development and introduction of significant changes of 
the wire rope and chain products, and many were focused 
on the new burgeoning synthetic fiber industry and its 
potential for use for lifting or load securement. These 
presentations ranged from simple introductions of new 
products, to detailed technical panel discussions that 
provided the AWRF general membership with factual 
unbiased information based on Technical Committee 
member knowledge and testing performed by AWRF. 
Many of the technical presentations have involved 
introduction and review of the seven published AWRF 
Recommended Practices and Guidelines that were 
developed for processes common in lifting, rigging and 
load securement products. The AWRF office has taken 
steps to include available presentations on the Members 
Only tab of the AWRF website.

Your AWRF Technical Committee is reviewing new 
opportunities and implementing changes to build on the 
good work that was done before us. We will continue 
to provide you with current relevant industry technical 
information for the lifting, rigging, and load securement 
industry. If you know someone who is involved with the 
Technical Committee, thank them, and ask them how you 
can become involved.

Paul Boeckman, The Crosby Group
Technical Committee Chair

Technical Committee
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THROUGHOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION. JOIN US TO HELP CREATE A SAFE

WORKPLACE ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL.

(NOTE: THIS PROGRAM IS REPLACING CLMI CLIXSTREAM VIDEOS)

AWRF & 

SIGN UP TODAY!

ARE EXCITED TO BRING PERSONALIZED TRAINING WEBSITES TO THE

MEMBERS OF AWRF. WE HOPE THAT YOU CONTINUE TO PROMOTE 

EMAIL: EMILY@AWRF.ORG
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Load Securement Technical Committee
Celena Moses 
Van Beest 
Houston, TX

Load / Cargo Securement has several announcements for 
new publications. Additional drafts of WSTDA’s upcoming 
recommended standard specifications for public’s review 
and comments will be available. This is a great opportunity 
to for the AWRF members to review firsthand for comment 
before release of publication.

The WSTDA Load Securement Technical Committee has 
released its Revision Draft of the Recommended Standard 
Specification for Load Binders Used with Chain Tie Downs 
(WSTDA-T-6). The Committee is awaiting public review and 
comment, for which the deadline is the beginning of March. 
The revision draft is available for review on our Standards 
Review page.

WSTDA publishes two revised standards and CVSA one 
updated Out-of-Service Criteria.
• Synthetic Sewing Threads for Slings and Tie Downs, 

WSTDA-TH-1, 2022 Revision 
This Recommended Standard Specification applies to 
Synthetic Sewing Threads constructed from various 
synthetic fibers, specifically nylon and polyester. This 

standard recommends construction as well 
as identification and testing of synthetic 
sewing threads used primarily in synthetic 
web slings, round slings and tie downs. In addition, it 
gives practical advice on selection and environmental 
considerations of these synthetic sewing threads.

• Winches Used with Web Tie Downs, WSTDA-T-3, 
2022 Revision 
This Recommended Standard Specification applies to 
winches designed to accommodate web tie downs for the 
purpose of securing cargo. This standard recommends 
construction as well as identification and marking of these 
winches. In addition, it gives important practical advice 
on the selection, use, maintenance and inspection of these 
winches.

• The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance’s (CVSA) 2023 
North American Standard Out-of-Service Criteria are now 
available for purchase. The new criteria go into effect 
on April 1. The 2023 version replaces and supersedes all 
previous versions.

Technical Committee Update
The Never-Ending Change

Mary Brett
National Industrial Supply
(248) 588.1828
marybrett@nischain.com

Collaboration was on full display at the AWRF 
Technical Committee Meeting in Scottsdale, AZ this 
January. The group meets twice a year to discuss a 
variety of topics ranging from presentations for General 
Meetings to Lifting Standards. More work was done 
on subcommittees; restructuring, reviewing scope and 
making additions. Jeff Doerge of Cromox US is the new 
Chairman of the Chain and Chain Sling Subcommittee. 

The Chain & Chain Slings Subcommittee has been 
working rewording the guidance for proof testing 
master links in the Recommended Guidelines for Proof 
Test Procedures for Chain Slings. Specifically, the 
recommendation regarding the percentage of the pin size 
with the master link was being considered. Jeff Doerge of 
Cromox was thrown into the fire on his first meeting as 
the new Chair for the subcommittee. This topic had been 
discussed for several meetings and remained open with no 
end in sight.

The issue was, as always, how to reconcile the wording 
of the official manufacturing standards with what people in 
the field know to be “real world”. Knut Buschmann from 
Unirope added some very thoughtful explanations that 
provided insight into the already intense conversation. 
The group struggled with the proper wording necessary 
to reach agreement. With input from the entire Technical 
Committee, the subcommittee was able to come to an 
agreement, and successfully ballot the changes. The 
themes of the day were collaboration and teamwork.

Be on the lookout for the changes in 
the updated RP&G for Chain Slings and 
wish the new chair a quieter next meeting. 
Additional reviews and updates to Recommended Practices 
and Guidelines have been set for every five years, including 
the Technical Binders. Look for updates to start coming out 
as reviews are completed. A new Recommended Practice and 
Guideline on Aluminum Turnback Wire Rope Terminations 
has been approved and is available to download on the 
website. Go to www.awrf.org click on members only, then 
Technical Publications. The Publication may be downloaded  
or printed.

In the second day of the Technical Committee meeting many 
discussions centered around the growing need to educate 
ourselves and members about ISO and EN standards. As 
products become more global our members will have to know 
how and when these standards apply to our end users. Anton 
Van Der Zalm of Van Beest is working on a presentation for a 
future general meeting to help begin to explain ISO and EN 
standards and why we need to get interested in them.

The Load Securement Subcommittee Chair, Celena Moses 
of Van Beest has been researching load securement safety 
and how it relates to our members and end users. She 
has compiled a lot of information from WSTDA and other 
organizations. She will be sharing this information soon. 

The next Technical Committee meeting will be held on July 
19-20. Consider attending, we’d love to see you there.

http://www.awrf.org
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STAND BEHIND YOUR WORK™

DURABILITY 
GUARANTEED, 
SAFETY 
DELIVERED
JLH Series Hoists include our 
revolutionary single-piece brake design 
that fuses three components into one of 
the safest and most durable brake 
systems on the market.

Plus, rely on our slip clutch style overload 
protection to prevent lifting or pulling of 
damaging loads beyond the rated hoist 
capacity.

jettools.com

http://jettools.com
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(800) 909-1964

customerservice@lift-all.com

www.lift-all.com

The OdySea Aquarium Tuesday, April 18th – 
OdySea Aquarium in the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, is a marine aquarium, and the largest aquarium in the Southwest United 
States. It holds more than 2,000,000 US gallons of water and spans over 200,000 
square feet. 
Transportation will be provided (6:15 - 6:30). 

2023 AWRF GENERAL MEETING THE GALA

The Dinner CruisePhiladelphia, PA - October 2022
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CHAIN SLING TAGS
WIRE ROPE TAGS

www.slingtags.com    •    859-261-2035    •    tags@nationalband.com
Proudly

manufactured
in America

QUICK
SHIP

AVAILABLE
SEE

WEBSITE
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Passing Over 
         The Wire Rope Bridge

James Robert “Bob” Myers
December 24, 1949 -  
February 12, 2023

It is with great sadness that 
we announce the death of James 
Robert Myers of Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, who passed away on 

February 12, 2023, at the age of 73, leaving to mourn 
family and friends. Leave a sympathy message to the 
family on the memorial page of James Robert Myers 
to pay them a last tribute.

For many years Bob was a friendly face at AWRF 
meetings and supporter of AWRF. He was the 
Association’s President from 1998-1999 as well as 
serving as a Board of Director (1993-1998).

He was predeceased by : his father John William 
Myers. He is survived by : his wife Debbie; his 
grandchildren, Adrian Stewart, Brody Brock 

James (Bob) Myers
and Piper Brock; his mother Von Myers; his 
mother-in-law Mildred Eubanks of Muskogee; 
his siblings-in-law, Karen White of Tulsa, Donna 
Nash (Scott) of Claremore, Jenette Gordon of 
Muskogee and Curtis Burkhead of Muskogee; his 
niece Miesha Sloat (Josh) of Boulder, CO; and his 
nephews, Chris White of Tulsa and Cole Gordon 
of Muskogee. He is also survived by other family 
members and many friends.

Our condolences to Bob’s wife Debbie, his 
family and friends.

Visitation was held on Thursday, February 
16th 2023 at the Cornerstone Funeral Home 
& Crematory (1830 N York St, Muskogee, OK 
74403). A funeral service was held on Friday, 
February 17th 2023 at the First United  
Methodist Church (600 E Okmulgee St, 
Muskogee, OK 74403).

John Dodd
Dodd, John Marshall 

(Stamfordham) Died on the 7th 
December 2022, aged 81 years. 
Funeral service and burial were at 
St Mary's Church, Stamfordham 
on Monday 19th December 2022 
at 11am and afterwards at Stamfordham Village Hall. 
Family flowers only but donations may be made to 
Crohn's & Colitis UK.

An AWRF member for 35 years; his quick wit and 
the twinkle in his eye will be sorely missed. John 
was the Immediate Past President of OIPEEC. Our 
thoughts are with his wife Jill and family.

WIRELOCK® is the invention of John Dodd 
- chairman and founder of Millfield Enterprises 
(Manufacturing) LTD. John combined his 
passion for chemistry with and interest in the 
UK mining industry which was then a major 
part of the NE England’s industrial landscape. 
The mines were looking for a product that 
would eliminate the hazards of working with 
molten metal and produce a void free socket. 
The result of his research and drive was the 
manufacture of WIRELOCK® - the original cold 
socketing compound which was successfully 
launched in the UK mining industry in 1963.
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http://www.talurit.com
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CROMOX US ,  INC .   •   3593 M AY L A ND C T  •   R ICHMOND, VA 23233 US A  •   W W W.CROMOX-US .COM
(314) 578-7035  •   JEF F@CROMOX-US .COM
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As a former Naval Officer and 
President of several companies, 
Dave Rosenberg understands the 
difficulties of managing tasks 
and personnel. Now he is on a 
mission to replace TGI Friday 
with TGI Monday. Dave is the 
founder and principal at Locked 
On Leadership, a consulting 
firm that focuses on practical 
tactical leadership skills that 
yield results. He is a Certified 
Professional Behavioral and 
Driving Forces Analyst and has 
worked with over 60 companies in 
13 states arming them to achieve 
sustained and managed growth.

by Dave Rosenberg, 
CPBA|CPDFA, Principal of 
Locked On Leadership, LLC

Locked on Leadership

It’s finally here, 2023, yeah!!! Is there 
something special about 2023? Not 
really. I actually always celebrate the 
first week of the new year because it 
means we’re getting back to normal. 
All the disruptions of the holidays are 
behind us. Don’t get me wrong, I love 
the holidays AND I also love when 
they’re over. Too much of a good thing 
and all that.

With a week of the new year under 
our belt, 25% of you who have made 
a new year’s resolution have already 
given up. That number will grow each 
month until, according to a couple of 
studies, roughly 10% of people will feel 
they were successful in keeping their 
resolution. If you are the 1-in-10 who 
will be successful, congratulations in 
advance.

If you want a resolution and you lead 
a team, I’d like to give you a resolution 
that, if kept, will hugely impact your 
organization for the better. Here it is, 
repeat after me: “I promise to lead by 
example.” 

There it’s that simple. In the words of 
General George S. Patton “Do everything 
you ask of those you command.”

Of course, what Patton was saying 
was “lead by example.” Something 
he was famous for. In WWI, as the 
commander of the 304th Tank Brigade, 
he led from the front, clearing away a 
pathway for his tanks to advance. He 
was later wounded while leading a tank 

and a six-man team to take a machine gun 
nest. He continued leading from a shell crater 
for 30 minutes before being evacuated and 
even then, insisted on filing a report before 
allowing his men to take him to a hospital.

Patton extolled the very characteristics he 
personally demonstrated, courage, grit, and 
honor. He never asked of anyone that which 
he didn’t demand of himself. His team, his 
men, were a direct reflection of Patton. By 
this I don’t mean their success reflected well 
on him, I mean they acted as he acted. Over 
the years I have found this to be true of every 
leader.

Leaders who don’t start their meetings 
on time, don’t show up to work when they 
said they would, don’t provide information to 
their team when they said they would, that is 
don’t respect their own or others’ time, have 
teams that miss deadlines, show up late to 
work, and don’t return client calls in a timely 
fashion.

Leaders who don’t follow through with 
their promises are willing to mislead 
prospects to get a new client, or outright lie 
about anything have team members who are 
willing to steal time or supplies and lie to 
customers and vendors.

In my Life or Death Accountability 
workshop I ask attendees what keeps them 
from holding their teams accountable. 
Usually, someone replies, “then they’ll 
expect me to be accountable.” That sums 
it up nicely. Your team will never be more 
than you are. If you want your team to grow, 
you need to be willing to grow yourself. You 
have to lead from the front. Do as Patton 
did and demonstrate the virtues you extol. 
Remember, if you aren't growing as a person, 
neither will your team.

If you aren’t sure where to start, look at 
your team, specifically the areas that need 
improvement. Then ask yourself “where does 
this show up in my life?”

Do you want some assistance, feel free 
to book a complimentary, 30-minute, 
Accountability Action Call with me personally.

http://actioncall.lockedonleadership.com/.

I promise you’ll gain insights into what is 
holding your team back.

Leading From The Front

"Do everything 

you ask of those 

you command."

General George S. Patton
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NEW!

DAVIT CRANES

Lightweight & portable.  
Crane weighs only 83 lbs.
1200 lbs./544 kg. Capacity

Telescoping boom adjusts while under load
500 lbs./227 kg., 1200 lbs./544 kg. 
& 2500 lbs./1134 kg. Capacity

Carbon Fiber Crane weighs only 37 lbs.
1200 lbs./544 kg. Capacity

·  ROOFTOP HVAC/FACILITIES MAINTENANCE
·  WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS
·  OIL & GAS  ·  AVIATION

POPULAR APPLICATIONS:

sales@ozliftingproducts.com · (507) 474-6250 · Winona, MN USA

SAFE.
LIGHTWEIGHT.
PORTABLE. 

Aluma-Lite® 500
500lb/227kg capacity

weighs only 24 lbs./22kgs.

Aluma-Lite® 1000
1000lb/454kg capacity

weighs only 47 lbs./21kgs.

http://www.ozliftingproducts.com
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Hoisting, Winching, & Height Safety Ranges

Taiwanese Quality,
Now Stocked

in North America
and Ready to Ship

tigerliftingna.com

125 McCarty Dr.
Houston, TX 77029
713.674.2266  
www.Lifting.com

Bishop Lifting Announces Successful Rebranding
Effort for the Company and its Subsidiaries

Houston, TX – Nov 29, 2022 - Bishop Lifting Products 
announced today its rebranding of the company and its 
subsidiaries under one name, Bishop Lifting. 

This new brand acts as a banner over the company’s 
30 branches, many of which had been added through 
acquisition and operated under previously existing 
names and brand identities. As part of this forward-
thinking change, Bishop Lifting, a portfolio company 
of Altamont Capital Partners, also updated its mission, 
vision, and values, underscoring the company’s focus 
on providing a full range of lifting solutions at industry-
leading levels of quality, service, and safety. Termed as 
“Trust the Lift,” the company’s new motto illustrates 
these updates and its commitment to the safety and 
success of its customers and team members. 

Bishop Lifting will now include Matex, American 
Wire Rope & Sling, LA Crane, Western Sling, and 

Delta Rigging & Tools. Meanwhile, its rental branches 
will become Bishop Lifting Rentals, which includes 
Delta Rigging & Tools in Angleton, Texas; Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana; Broussard, Louisiana; and Ellwood City, 
Pennsylvania. Bishop Lifting Rentals also includes Morgan 
City Rentals in Morgan City, Louisiana; Broussard, 
Louisiana; and Golden Meadow, Louisiana. The recent 
acquisitions of All-Lifts, Wood’s Logging, Silver-State Wire 
Rope, and Westech Rigging will maintain their branding. 

“Our rebranding shows our commitment to providing 
world-class lifting products and solutions to customers across 
the country under a name they recognize and trust,” said 
Harold King, Bishop Lifting CEO. “As we have grown, we 
have continued to add services that meet our high standards 
of quality customer care. Now, those industry-leading services 
will all operate under the Bishop Lifting brand with no 
impact on our product offerings across our 30 locations and 
growing footprint.” 

“Trust the Lift,” As New Motto, 
Alongside Other Branding 
Changes, for the Most Respected 
Provider of Lifting Solutions 
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Over 80 Years of Japanese 
Manufacturing Expertise, 

Stocked in the USA for 
Quick Shipping

ELEPHANTLIFTING.COM
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Ben-Mor Cables Inc.
Ben-Mor Cables inc. “Ben-Mor”, the largest sling 

and cable assembly manufacturer in Canada, is 
pleased to announce the acquisition of Fortune Rope 
and Metal in partnership with Mr. Mike Sullivan, a 
renowned reference in the market. 

A special thanks to Bill Pero, a man of his words.  
Mr. Pero will help the transition to make sure all 
employees, customers and vendors are well served.

Founded in 1996 by Mr. Pero, Fortune Rope has 
become an industry-recognized supplier of aircraft 
cable, wire rope, chain, coated cable, stainless steel 
and galvanized, chain and hardware fittings to a 
wide range of industrial and commercial customers. 
Situated in three strategic locations in the United 
States; Bristol (Rhode Island), Bensenville (Illinois) 
and Jacksonville (Florida), Fortune Rope can handle 
the needs and requirements of customers throughout 
the 50 states, as well as abroad.

Now a part of Ben-Mor, Fortune Rope will continue 
to operate under its own brand name. “One of our 
key long-term objectives is to continue to provide 
the same excellent customer service that we have 
ensured over the past 30 years,” says Mr. Benoit 
Frappier, founder and president of Ben-Mor. The fit 
between the two companies is undeniable. “It was 
natural for Fortune Rope to continue its adventure 
with Ben-Mor. The entrepreneurial culture is a 
perfect fit in order to pursue its legacy” says Mr. Bill 
Pero, former owner and President of Fortune Rope.

Ben-Mor was founded in 1992 in St-Hyacinthe, 
Quebec. The perseverance and dynamism of its 
5 owners has made Ben-Mor’s activities very 
diversified today.

In welcoming this acquisition, Ben-Mor will 
maintain its growth in being the major player in 
North America in both cable assembly and sling 
industries. Ben-mor’s success is represented by the 
375 employees amongst the 11 locations, aiming for 
the future.

1105, Lemire, St-Hyacinthe, Québec, Canada, J2T 1L8
1 800 481-0022 • www.ben-mor.com

http://allmaterialhandling.com
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The Crosby Group and KITO CORPORATION complete business 
combination - Creates global provider of comprehensive lifting solutions

2801 Dawson Rd., Tulsa, OK 74110
P: (918) 834-4611 • F: (918) 832-0940
www.thecrosbygroup.com

RICHARDSON, Texas, United States, and 
SHOWA-CHO, Yamanashi, Japan, January 30, 2023 
– The Crosby Group, a leading provider of lifting 
and rigging solutions, and KITO CORPORATION, 
a leading manufacturer of material handling 
equipment with 90 years of experience in the 
development and production of hoists and cranes, 
today announced the completion of their business 
combination.

Today’s announcement follows the settlement 
of The Crosby Group’s cash tender offer for all 
outstanding shares of KITO CORPORATION for 
JPY 2,725 per share and the completion of the 
related squeeze-out process and de-listing of KITO 
CORPORATION from the Tokyo Stock Exchange.

This combination, under the name Kito Crosby, 
brings together two industry-leading companies 
with complementary geographic footprints and 
product portfolios to better serve customers, 
team members, and their global communities. 
The combined company will invest in its people, 
products, and facilities to advance innovative 
solutions for customers, who will benefit from 
expanded service, support, and training.

Under the new entity, Kito Crosby team  
members will be participants in the employee 
ownership program.

Robert Desel, CEO of Kito Crosby, said: “I 
am thrilled to announce we have completed the 
business combination of The Crosby Group and 
KITO CORPORATION to form Kito Crosby, a 
global provider of comprehensive lifting solutions.   
Together, our highly complementary product 
portfolios and mutual commitments to safety, 
reliability, and innovation will create exceptional 
value for our customers and other stakeholders. 
I am honored to be leading this organization 
and its 4,000 team members around the world to 
bring together two amazing businesses with rich 
traditions and histories. 

Robert Desel (left), CEO of Kito Crosby; and Yoshio Kito, 
Chairman of the Board of Kito Crosby.

“I am very excited to announce that under the 
combined company we will be extending our expanded 
employee ownership program to Kito Crosby team 
members. We firmly believe that everyone contributes 
to the success of the company and should benefit from 
their efforts,” Mr. Desel concluded.

Yoshio Kito, Chairman of the Board of Kito Crosby 
said: “This combination represents significant value 
creation for our customers, employees, shareholders, 
and communities. We are excited to continue growing 
as a combined business and to develop incremental 
opportunities for our existing and new customers 
across the world with expanded product offerings and 
solutions, while maintaining the same support and 
commitment they have come to expect.”

SMBC Nikko served as the tender offer agent as  
well as lead financial advisor, Mizuho Securities USA 
LLC acted as financial advisor, and Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
and Mori Hamada & Matsumoto acted as legal advisors 
for The Crosby Group. Debt financing is being provided 
by UBS Investment Bank, KKR Capital Markets, 
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation, Mizuho Bank, 
and ING Capital. Nomura acted as financial advisor and 
Nishimura & Asahi acted as legal advisor for  
KITO CORPORATION.
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011 44 1202 621511 | sales@modulift.com | www.modulift.com

	● Modular spreader beams 6t to 
2000t with DNV Type Approval

	● Next day delivery available via 
global distribution network

	● Full engineering design service for 
custom projects with 3D Design 
and FEA Analysis

Your trusted  
lifting partner  
for over 20 years

2002
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TA
BLISHED

Scan for  
brochure

Modular Spreader Beams | Lifting Beams | Spreader Frames | Custom Design & Manufacture
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(800) 878-7305 www.RentLGH.com/AWRFRentals@RentLGH.com

YOUR PREMIUM SUPPLIER 
FOR LIFTING GEAR RENTALS.

LGH is North America’s largest organization devoted exclusively to providing hoisting, rigging, 
jacking, pulling, material handling, and safety gear for rent. With over 70,000 pieces of equipment 
across 23 locations, LGH has what you need, where you need it, with experts available to offer 
on-site support in most areas. Call us today!

http://www.RentLGH.com/AWRF
http://www.durabiltusa.com
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Gary Pittsford, CFP®
Partner/Chief Valuation Officer
317–849–9559
gary.pittsford@
creativeplanning.com
www.creativeplanning.com

Business Succession Planning and the Importance of Teamwork
Tips for Choosing Your Succession  
Planning Advisors

When preparing for the sale of your business, one of 
the most important decisions you will make is choosing a 
team of trusted advisors. You’ll need to work with qualified, 
experienced advisors who can help you navigate the 
challenges of establishing income security in retirement, 
mitigating taxes for both you and your business, 
ensuring all legal documents are in place, identifying and 
transitioning to a new owner, investing the assets from the 
sale for retirement income, and much more. We typically 
recommend establishing a team three to five years before 
the anticipated sale. This way, you have time to implement 
strategies, clean up your business financials and establish 
a plan for the sale. Consider including the following 
professionals on your team.

• Accountant – A qualified accountant will help minimize 
your personal and business tax liability. Be sure to 
choose someone who has significant experience 
navigating this type of transaction. Before the sale, 
your accountant should offer specific ideas on how 
to structure the sale to minimize taxes. Following the 
sale, your accountant will document how the sales 
proceeds will be taxed. Your accountant should be able 
to answer the following questions:
 What proceeds will be taxed as long-term capital 

gains versus ordinary income?
 Will there be a recapture of depreciation?
 What is your cost basis of any company stock, and 

will the sale be considered a stock sale or an asset 
sale for tax purposes?

• Corporate attorney – A corporate attorney should 
review all documents and help ensure that you 
are protected in this sale. Find someone who has 
experience working with the sale of family businesses. 
Your attorney will help identify and explain:
 What assets are being sold and in what manner
 The exact terms that have been agreed upon by 

the seller and buyer
 Any promissory notes or stock gifting strategies 

that could be implemented
 The buy-sell agreement controlling the stock 

transition, if the sale is to other stockholders
• Estate planning attorney – In addition to a corporate 

attorney, you may want to consider hiring an estate 
planning attorney to help create or amend your will, 
trust and other important documents in preparation for 
selling one of your biggest assets.

• Financial advisor – It’s important to work with a 
financial advisor who can help you make decisions 
regarding the long-term management of your sales 
proceeds and retirement assets. When you sell your 
business, you’ll need to transition from having a 
salary and profits to living off your investments and 
other assets.

Be sure you choose a fiduciary financial advisor 
who will put your best interests first. An advisor with 
experience guiding clients through business sales can 
help:
• Negotiate the sale of business with your attorney and 

accountant
• Analyze your net worth
• Prepare retirement income projections and develop a 

retirement income strategy
• Protect your net worth
• Manage the proceeds from your sale for retirement 

income
• Make decisions about your personal assets, 

including IRA income, real estate holdings, and other 
investment accounts

Your advisor should be willing to work with the other 
professionals noted above to make sure all aspects of 
your financial life are working together to help you 
achieve your goals. During the three years leading you 
to your sale, you should expect to meet with your team 
at least two hours a year. Once you have identified a 
qualified buyer, you will likely meet with your team more 
often.

At Castle Valuation, we specialize in helping business 
owners navigate the succession/exit planning process 
and prepare business valuations. As a division of Creative 
Planning, a nationally recognized wealth advisory firm, 
we are supported by a team of credentialed, educated, 
experienced and action-oriented advisors, including 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ professionals,  
certified public accountants, insurance specialists, 
attorneys and other professionals dedicated to helping 
you achieve your goals. We work together to help ensure 
all aspects of your business and personal finances are 
well cared for.

If you’d like help with succession/exit planning for 
your business, or for any other financial concerns, please 
schedule a call.
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Saturday Night Live’s (SNL) news segments forever 
catch just enough of the news for quick laughs. A 
recent segment had beavers as the butt of a joke about 
the latest record-breaking sightseers’ bridge. But 
the last laugh goes to Experiential Resources (ERi) 
designer and builder of SkyBridge Michigan, the 
wooden structure that the SNL beavers were anxious 
to sink their teeth into.

“This bridge is there mainly as an attraction to 
capitalize on the amazing views that are there onsite 
at Boyne Mountain – views that constantly change 
throughout the year,” says Mandy Stewart, CEO & 
Owner, Experiential Resources (ERi). “This winter the 
resort has their terrain park under the bridge as well.

At its opening in October 2022 SkyBridge became 
the longest timber-towered suspension bridge in the 
world. Located in Boyne Falls, MI, and sister bridge to 
the Gatlinburg SkyBridge at Gatlinburg SkyLift Park. 
SkyBridge Michigan is on track to be “Michigan’s 
second bridge”, offering unparalleled views of 
northern Michigan.

“It’s all part of a larger development at Boyne 
Mountain, one that includes an eight-person chairlift. 
This plan seeks to make better use of an underused 
area of the mountain as well as bring more people to 
the mountain than would normally come. There are 
zip-line tours and spectacular golf courses as well.”

A thumbnail description of the project may start 
with its 12-month construction time frame plus some 
three months of prefabrication. This, on a bridge with 

SKY BRIDGE
World’s longest wooden suspension bridge now dangles above Michigan Skiers

by Peter Hildebrandt

1,200 feet in overall length –1,023 feet of that consisting of a 
five-foot wide suspended deck.

The length of the installed glass is 36 feet at the center 
of the bridge. The deck height is 118 feet at the structure’s 
highest point. Materials used in construction are perhaps 
a bit unusual for a wire rope structure. Such material 
as glulams, sawn lumber, painted steel, galvanized steel 
cables, pultruded fiberglass grating, structural glass helped 
“Michigan’s Second Bridge,” SkyBridge Michigan come  
into being.

This bridge came about following the success of the 
Gatlinburg SkyBridge at Boyne Mountain Resort’s sister-
property in Tennessee and was inspired by the logging 
tradition of northern Michigan, the timbers were sourced 
from a four-generation family-owned logging and sawmill 
company located right at the foot of the mountain. The two 
foundations each contain 1.3 million pounds of concrete.
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The towers stand 52 ft tall, weigh 
in at 111,000 pounds each, and 
have over 8,000 bolts securing the 
wood members. The main cables 
are 3-inch structural strand with an 
MBS of 1,076,000, supporting a 8,260 
square walking deck, including a 36 
foot stretch of structural glass.

The main cable tensioner assemblies 
derive from 2.5-inch steel plate, 3.25-
inch tension rods, and each assembly 
connecting the main cables to the 
anchors weighs about 1,500 pounds. 
Also, the two primary wind guy cables 
are 6x19 IWRC galvanized steel cables, 1 
inch in diameter and some 800 feet long.

One hundred thirty intermediate 
wind guy cables – 65 per side – connect 
the primary wind guy cables to the 
bridge, while 334 total suspender 
cables – 167 per side – connect to 
the main bridge cables and support 
the walking deck of the bridge. 
Both the suspender cables and the 
intermediate wind guy cables are 
6x26 WS EIPS IWRC galvanized steel 
cables, one half an inch in diameter.

With a bridge deck 118 feet above 
the ground at its highest point, the 
suspended walking surface of the bridge 
is 1,023 feet long, five feet wide and is 
decked with pultruded grating that has 
an open area of 50%. Steel deck frames 
– 57 in all – support the walking deck, 
each about 18 feet long and weighing 
in at about 1,500 lbs. The railings of the 
bridge are 44.5 in. tall and are made of 
stainless-steel wire netting supported 
by 5/16-inch stainless steel wire rope.

There are more than 150,000 pieces 
of individual hardware on the bridge 
and in order to accommodate the 
over 8,000 bolts that needed to go 
into the towers, the ERi construction 
crew had to drill the equivalent of 
over 2.5 miles/4 kilometers worth 
of bolt holes through the timbers.

In addition to the railings, there is a 
top rail 5 ft/1.5 m above the bridge deck 
that is made of sustainable Ebony wood. 
The design phase of the SkyBridge 
Michigan project took six months. 
Construction onsite commenced in July 
2021, was paused in December 2021 for 

the winter season, 
recommenced in 
April 2022 and 
was completed in 
October 2022.

Total construction 
time was twelve 
months, plus 
three months of 
prefabrication. Todd 
Domeck, ERi’s 
Chief Designer 
and majority owner, has designed 
several significant suspension bridges 
including both SkyBridge Michigan and 
the Gatlinburg SkyBridge. Michigan 
native, Troy Garland, the Engineer of 
Record for SkyBridge Michigan, also 
served as the Peer Review Engineer 
for the Gatlinburg SkyBridge.

This is truly a full resort with a lot 
to do out there, according to Stewart. 
“This bridge really came about due 
to the success of the bridge we built 
down in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. 
That bridge opened in 2019 and is 
a simple suspension bridge, cables 
parallel to the path of the bridge’s 
walking surface. There, the towers 
are much shorter, suggesting 
perhaps an ‘Indiana Jones’ bridge.

Only the Tennessee bridge is 
much sturdier than anything used by 
Harrison Ford. Substantial foundations 
lie at each end of the structure. “The 
steel towers holding up the bridge 
are portals more than towers. This 
bridge is composed of six main 
cables, two-inch structural strand 
cables. Gatlinburg is simpler than 
Skybridge Michigan. But they are 
both unique and designed to fit well 
where they are located. They fit well 
into their own little bridge habitats.”

Additionally, for 
the Michigan bridge, 
another impetus for its 
construction was for this 
to be a record-holding 
bridge. “That was one 
of the design criteria we 
were presented with by 
Boyne Mountain. So, we 
started going through the 
design process asking 

what may be some things which would 
accomplish that. The span was set 
well within the landscape. “We asked 
ourselves what we could do to make 
it a record-holder? Also, what would 
fit with the place having northern 
Michigan’s huge logging presence? 
Why not make the towers out of wood?”

Experiential Resources discovered 
Metalski Lumber Company right 
outside the resort. This is a local fourth 
generation company which proved 
a perfect fit as far as constructing 
the bridge towers out of wood. 
Everything fits as far as making 
the structure of wood. Douglas fir 
was the lumber type sourced by 
Metalski. The reason for the choice 
was because of the size of timbers 
needed for such a giant structure.

“Due to the size of the timbers 
needed, we required trees of a much 
greater diameter, larger trees than 
those found locally. Metalski took good 
care of us. Some planing needed to be 
done and they helped us with getting 
other finishing done too, always making 
sure we had what we needed to get the 
job done.”

The timbers originated in Oregon. 
Some of the lumber used in the 
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structure was sawn; others were 
something known as glue-lams, 
laminated timber. “Getting that large 
lumber proved especially challenging 
in the midst of a pandemic,” explains 
Stewart. “Many places were actually 
tearing that size of lumber down 
to make smaller pieces, those of 
smaller sizes. That was where the 
demand was the greatest. But in 
the end, we managed to get the 
huge wooden structures on each 
side of the span completed.

“All of the wood is treated. The 
targeted lifespan for the wood making 
up the bridge is about 50 years. 
Since it is a wood product it will need 
periodic treatment to keep it in the 
best condition possible as well.”

Main cables are three-inch 
structural strands manufactured 
by SPF, Inc. in Houston. They have 
supplied Experiential Resources for 
years. Each cable weighs some 23,000 
lbs. These strands have a breaking 
strength of 1.2 million pounds. Their 
length is nearly 1,200 feet each, pre-
stressed to over 100,000 pounds prior 
to being shipped out.

“Structurally the bridge can hold 
far more people than it will ever be 
permitted to have during regular 
operations. This one is also more 
of a suspension bridge in style with 

the cables draped over the towers, 
taller than Gatlinburg, longer than that 
structure too – a very different style of 
suspension bridge.”

Skybridge Michigan has already been 
shut down during high winds despite 
this being an attraction that will be 
open year-round. During the winter 
it will only be open on weekends and 
for special events. Not long after the 
bridge’s opening, winds of over 64 mph 
were forecast and then hit the bridge, 
nothing to stop them as they crossed 
over Lake Michigan. This forced a 
closing for safety reasons.

“The primary means to get up to the 
top where the bridge is located are 
the chairlifts. Chairlifts themselves do 
not operate in such winds either. It is 
possible to hike up to the bridge, but 
most people choose the lift, the one 
running underneath the new structure.”

The two main cables are structural 
strands. But the bridge also contains 
one-inch IDRC secondary link cables 
that go from the one inch back to 
the bridge and their return cable 
is ½ inch. They have additional 
IWRC suspender cables that are 
also one-half inch in diameter.

The stainless-steel netting with 
the very small diameter, those are 
supported by 5/16 stainless steel 
wire rope. Everything else on the 
project is galvanized in addition 
to the stainless steel out there as 
well. The netting forms the rails 
on the sides of the bridge.

“We also had a lot of utility cable 
involved during the process too, three 
quarter inch wire rope cable that ran 
across the length of what would become 

the bridge both 
for construction 
and for safety. 
Those were used 
completely for 
utility purposes 
during the 
construction itself.

“In addition to 
that we actually 
used additional 
pieces of one-inch 
cables that were 

used to pull the three-inch cable. All this 
makes sense as we do come from an 
aerial-adventure-zipline sort of world at 
the origins of our company. But at the 
core of pretty much everything we do 
– the thing that ties it all together in all 
of our projects – the majority of which 
are in North America – is wire rope.”

Speaking of ziplines, when asked, 
Stewart has noticed some changes 
over the years. “They remain as 
popular as they’ve been over the 
past decades. But I would add that 
the rate at which they are being 
built has definitely slowed. You are 
going to eventually build enough.”

Perhaps helping to make crossing this 
world-record wooden-structure’s span 
and it’s crossing more adventurous; you 
will definitely feel movement as you 
walk across its length. “The bridge is 
supposed to move,” says Stewart.

“After all it is made from wire rope. 
I guess if you have a fear of heights, 
an assessment of what lies ahead 
and below you as you cross, you may 
change your mind. Then again, once 
visitors start on their way, the thrills 
experienced in that moment, the sights 
stretching out in all directions may just 
enable any fears to be overcome – at 
least for the moment.”

Stewart travels a lot for work. “But 
that is my hobby too. During the 
pandemic we traveled to Gatlinburg 
to build a tower and we all ended up 
living together there as a family group. 
The family we formed kept going. 
We smoked a lot of good meat and 
perfected our cooking skills.”

Gatlinburg had its own challenges 
prior to construction of the bridge. 

Continued on page 53
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Oliveira – WireCo’s Crane Rope Advantage

Performance and Availability. 
That’s the advantage of Oliveira crane ropes.
Contact your local distributor or call +1.816.270.4761
For more information, visit www.wireco.com     Email us: info@wireco.com

► Galvanized

► Corrosion-Resistant

European manufactured and serviced by WireCo, our Oliveira brand crane ropes are 
kept in stock in the U.S.  Galvanized, corrosion-resistant, longer lasting and a better 
value than the competition. WireCo has the best engineering, technical and sales 
support in the industry. 

► Higher Breaking Strength

► Longer Service Life

NR Maxipact

HD 8 K PPI

http://www.unionrope.com
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Proof test machines
for testing steel wire

ropes, synthetic ropes, 
chains, slings, shackles, and

more. Chant has a complete 
line of horizontal and vertical

test machines designed specifi cally
for the lifting and rigging industry.

CALL 215.230.4260 FOR A QUOTE

Chant Engineering Co. Inc. • 59 Industrial Drive • New Britain, PA 18901 • www.chantengineering.com • sales@chantengineering.com

HEAVY-DUTY MACHINERY
BUILDING THE BEST MACHINES IN THE BUSINESS

Rockford, IL 61109
Toll Free: 800-628-4263
www.caldwellinc.com

AWRF Names Caldwell’s Ferchen to Board
Associated Wire Rope Fabricators (AWRF) has 

named The Caldwell Group Inc.’s Director of Business 
Development Jeff Ferchen to the board of directors.It 
represents a return to the AWRF board for Ferchen, who 
previously served from 2015 to 2017.

AWRF serves the lifting, rigging, and load 
securement industry by advancing interests common 
among its member companies. The association helps 
create and share technical information, promotes 
safety standards, and helps develop product 
identification procedures. Ferchen will serve on the 
New Member Committee. 

Ferchen, who joined Rockford, Illinois-based 
Caldwell, last year, said: “I am proud to represent 
both Caldwell and the wire rope, rigging, and lifting 
industries in this new, yet familiar, role. The good work 
performed of our board and the active participation of 
our membership make the industry stronger.”

He continued: “AWRF is where all the industry 
experts work to get technical information and help 
drive overhead lifting standards.”

Ferchen delivers a wealth of experience to the board, 
having spent more than two decades in the rigging 
industry at several large manufacturing companies and 
channel partners positioned closer to the point of use. 
Ferchen is a regular at AWRF’s 18-monthly Product 
Information Exhibition (PIE) and has worked with 
various committees during his career.

Ferchen and other new board members attended 
AWRF’s Fall Meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 
October, and will next meet in Scottsdale, Arizona, in 
January 2023 for their first official board meeting. 

Caldwell's Director of Business Development Jeff 
Ferchen has been named to the board of Associated 
Wire Rope Fabricators (AWRF).

Caldwell's Director of 
Business Development 
Jeff Ferchen has been 
named to the board of 
Associated Wire Rope 
Fabricators (AWRF).

http://www.chantengineering.com
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11 New Field Business Park, 
Stinsford Road, Poole, 
 Dorset, BH17 0NF, United Kingdom
+44 (0) 1202 621511

Modulift Spreader Beams Lift Fire Truck in Tokyo

Modulift spreader beams successfully lifted a 21t fire truck in Japan, 
which would later go on to serve at an airport on a nearby island.

Poole, Dorset, UK >> Japanese-based lifting 
gear company, Nakamura Industry Co. Ltd. and their 
customer have successfully lifted a 21t fire truck using 
Modulift spreader beams from a port in Tokyo to a 
nearby island. 

Below-the-hook, Nakamura’s customer employed 
three Modulift spreader beams; one MOD 34 at a 
span of 6.5m attached using wire rope slings to the 
crane hook, and two MOD 24 spreader beams rigged 
underneath at 3.5m. The spreader beams formed 
a one-over-two configuration, providing four lifting 
points over the wheels.

The bottom two spreader beams had chain block 
hoists attached to drop links at the end of each beam, 
capturing the centre of gravity. The hoists attached 
to specially designed webbing slings underneath the 
wheels, allowing it to be safely lifted on and off the 
vessel to be transported. The spreader beams were 
disassembled, and the same configuration used to 
unload the vehicle at its destination, where it will now 
serve the local airport.

As part of the operation, Nakamura’s customer used 
a crane owned by shipping company Tokai Kisen Co 
Ltd to lift the 21t Oshkosh-made chemical fire truck. 
The truck was shipped to the neighbouring island of 

Modulift Spreader 
Beams Lifting Fire 
Truck

Hachijojima which lies 287km south of Tokyo in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Osaka-based business Nakamura Industry Co. Ltd. 
is a distributor of Modulift spreader beams and holds 
stock from 6t to 100t for fast delivery.  They also supply 
a variety of products from wire rope and synthetic 
slings to hooks and shackles. 

Sumihide Haruta, Senior Sales Manager at 
Nakamura Industry Co., Ltd. commented “The flexible 
design of the Modulift spreader beams ensured our 
customer could rig the safest configuration to lift the 
fire truck successfully. The beams were shipped with 
the fire truck making it easy to disassemble, ship and 
reassemble the beams before offloading.”

Sarah Spivey, Managing Director of Modulift said 
“Modulift spreader beams are portable, lightweight 
and easy to transport and store. They were the ideal 
lifting solution for transporting the fire truck safely to 
the airport.”

Modulift spreader beams are interchangeable 
enabling them to be reused over many lifts. They are 
lightweight and modular in design. All spreader beams 
in the standard range from 6t to 2000t come with DNV 
Type Approval. 
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H O I S T  R I N G S

Certified

Lift-Check™ with Visual Tension 
Indication System

Jergens Lift-Check™ hoist rings quickly assure 
that an application is secure and ready to lift. 
Lift-Check™ uses a patent-pending bolt that 
clearly shows whether the bolted joint is loose or 
tight, providing fast and hands-free inspection 
for reduced installation time. No torque wrench 
or calibration required. Proof tested to 200% of 
rated load capacity.

15700 S. Waterloo Road. Cleveland, OH 44110-3898

 877.440.LIFT (5438)   |   jergensinc.com/LIFTING   |    LIFTING@jergensinc.com

JERGENS LIF TING SOLUTIONS

JER-056_LIFT_CHECK_SLM_7.75x10.125.indd   1 3/3/15   9:36 AM

http://www.jergensinc.com/
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http://www.rubgrp.com
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Fires in 2016 and 2022 destroyed 
buildings downtown and the ski lift. 
The Skybridge was constructed after 
these fires, so it was not affected. 
Everything at the ski area had to be 
replaced. The lift was completely 
destroyed. “Installing a canopy walk 
was now completely impossible,” 
explains Stewart. “This was because 
now there was no canopy.

“The community did a good job of 
bouncing back after the fire. I think 
it started with some teens playing 
around with matches. It really doesn’t 
take much – especially when there are 
drought conditions. The SkyBridge 
Michigan site, thankfully, is much 
more open, not as susceptible to such 
fires as the ones in Gatlinburg.”

ERi was established in 1993 
and has offices in Hawaii and 
Washington State. ERi takes clients 
from the design phase through to 
operation. This includes delivery of 
comprehensive ongoing operations 
support, and services such as 
inspections, training, and operation 
review/audits.

“We have more than 25 years of 
experience in designing, building, 
inspecting, and supporting standards 
compliance for all types of courses  
and aerial adventure attractions,”  
says Stewart.

“Our goal is to facilitate the 
creation of impactful guest 
and participant experiences, 
as well as meet the objectives 
of owners, managers, and 
investors.

Designs are developed with 
functionality, efficiency, and 
beauty in mind. Our goal’s that each of 
our projects enhances the appreciation 
and sense of place for each site. We 
invest the time needed to understand 
and identify needs in the moment, and 
also throughout the expected lifespan of 
an operation.”

As a Founding Member company, 
ERi is part of The Alliance Collaborative 
(“The Alliance”), a non-profit dedicated 
to rethinking the challenge course 
and aerial adventure industry by 
promoting and enabling collaboration 
amongst individuals, organizations, and 
companies.

As an Accredited Professional Vendor 
Member (PVM) of the Association for 
Challenge Course Technology (ACCT), 
ERi undergoes 
an extensive peer 
review process to 
ensure adherence 
to the world’s most 
recognized standard 
for the challenge 
course and aerial 

adventure industry. ERi is also well-
versed with the ASTM International 
F24 body of standards for Amusement 
Rides and Devices, and ERi is an 
active, participatory Organizational 
Member within ASTM International.

“Our ERi team has been responsible 
for products and projects that have 
successfully served guests numbering 
in multiples of millions. We seek out 
the right projects and partners to keep 
both our company and our industry 
growing. And just as important as well, 
we love what we do.”

So do those lucky skiers and 
sightseers about to visit Boyne 
Mountain ski resort – as well as the 
quick-minded writers at SNL.

Continued from page 45
SKY BRIDGE
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Reduce headroom  •  Multiple lifting points  •  Adjustable lifting centers  

Control out-of-balance loads  •  Remove or minimize inward or crushing forces

Join The Revolution

Toll Free: 800-233-3010      Phone: 717-665-2000      www.harringtonhoists.com

Sometimes a hook just isn’t enough to lift or move your load safely and efficiently. When you need a connection point between 
the hoist and your load, Harrington’s below-the-hook lifting devices are the solution. Along with our top quality hoists and cranes, 
we offer a full line of lifting beams, spreader beams, roll lifters, coil lifters, tongs, sheet lifters, pallet lifters as well as fork truck 
accessories, material stands and material baskets. 

Harrington Hoists, Inc. The Ultimate Connection

http://www.harringtonhoists.com


2023 55 Slingmakers2022 55 Slingmakers

BOLINGBROOK, IL, December 22, 
2023 – pewag group, a leading global 
manufacturer, has named Jim Goodall 
as Managing Director of pewag, Inc., 
the wholesale distributor for pewag 
group’s security chains, hoist and 
conveyor chains, industrial lifting 
chains and components, industrial 
overhead lifting products, marine 
chains, and tire protection chains in North America.

Jim joined pewag, Inc. in February 2022 
with more than 10 years’ experience in senior 
leadership. Over the past year, Jim has held the 
position of Vice President of Sales at pewag, Inc., 
working to modernize both the sales organization 
and distribution operations.  The appointing of a 

Managing Director is part of pewag, Inc.’s ongoing 
growth strategy, which has included investments 
in its distribution and production capabilities, 
additions to its outside sales team, and a major 
focus on providing best-in-class customer service.

Mike Uhrenbacher, President of pewag, Inc. said 
“I’m pleased to announce Jim Goodall’s promotion to 
Managing Director. With his proven track record in 
sales leadership and technological change expertise, 
I look forward to the impact he will have in guiding 
our transformation into a more agile, digitally 
focused, value-oriented organization.”

Mike Uhrenbacher, who has been with pewag, 
Inc. for over 20 years, will remain President to 
support the leadership transition.

pewag, Inc. announces appointment of new Managing Director

600 W. Crossroads Parkway
60440 Bolingbrook
+1 800 526 3924 (Toll Free)
www.pewagchain.com

http://www.firstsling.com
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Associated Wire Rope Fabricators Slingmakers Rates 
AWRF Phone: 800.444.2973

Email: emily@awrf.org Cell: 313.608.3884
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1X 2X 4X 
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HOLLAND
NAMEPLATE

Gravograph Laser Engravers
Holland Nameplate is now a distributor for  Gravograph Engraving Systems

Synthetic Sling Tag Printer
Print your own vinyl tags in house with 
the flexibility to print as many or as 
few as you want, including the 
ability to print serialized numbers.

Holland knows Lifting and Rigging

Sling and Chain Tags

On-time percentage over 99%

5 Day Standard Lead Time

Stainless steel and aluminum Sling Tags,
Chain Tags, Data Plates and Inspection Tags

Many standard options available as 
well as customized options to meet 
your requirements

www.holland1916.com
(816) 421-4553

Ask us about adding a flag
to your part for free.

http://www.holland1916.com/
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Your Reliable Source for 

Wirelock Socketing Resin  
in Canada, USA & Mexico


In Stock for Immediate Delivery 

Email: service@strider-resource.com 
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Manheim, PA  17545
800-233-3010 • www.harringtonhoists.com

Harrington Hoists, Inc. 
Manheim, PA – Harrington Hoists, Inc. has  

released two new lines of Mini Electric Chain 
Hoists designed for use in medium- to heavy-
duty industrial settings, repair shops, garages 
and any facility with limited space.

Harrington’s EM series three-phase mini 
electric chain hoists are available in 250-, 500- 
and  
1000-pound capacities. Their SEM series  
single-phase mini electric chain hoists are 
available in 500- and 1000-pound capacities. 
The standard configuration is top hook mount. 
Harrington’s PT series push trolley may also be 
paired with these hoists for added mobility. 

These hoists have a compact and rugged 
die-cast aluminum body with no sharp edges 
and feature a high-performance motor brake, a 
unique chain guide designed to prevent chain 
tangling, completely sealed housing allowing 

for both indoor and outdoor use and nickel-plated load 
chain for corrosion resistance. 

The EM and SEM series hoists are certified and listed 
to UL 1340 “Standard for Hoists” and CSA 22.2 No. 33 
“Construction and Test of Electric Cranes and Hoists” 
and include a low-profile upper limit switch to protect the 
hoists from overwinding. Both models are designed with 
a state-of-the-art control system using solid state relay 
(SSR) technology and a microcontroller unit (MCU) to 
increase the longevity of the hoist and provide superior 
safety functions. 

Harrington Hoists, Inc. is a KITO Crosby company 
located in Manheim, PA, Elizabethtown, PA, South 
Holland, IL and Corona, CA. and is a leading 
manufacturer of electric and air powered chain hoists, 
electric wire rope hoists, lever hoists, manual hand chain 
hoists, push and geared trolleys, overhead cranes, crane 
accessories, below-the-hook and material  
handling equipment.
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Sanlo
a cwi company

Four Companies. Infinite Solutions. Under One Umbrella. 
 
 
 

Get everything you need with one call. Wire rope, aircraft cable, assemblies, fittings, and tools are 
all available from the Central Wire Industries Rope and Assemblies Division. Our four companies 
offer the products you need, when you need them. We’ve pioneered and thrived in the highly critical 
wire rope and hardware industry – trusted where human lives are directly at stake. This valuable 
experience has taught us the ropes about quality and performance making all the difference in  
aircraft cable and wire rope applications.

We have you covered.

Loos & Co., Inc.
(860) 928-7981 | (800) 533-LOOS (5667)
16B Mashamoquet Rd. Pomfret, CT 06258
sales@loosco.com | loosco.com
Loos & Co., Inc. Cableware Divison
(239) 643-LOOS (5667) | (800) 321-LOOS (5667)
901 Industrial Blvd. Naples, FL 34104
sales@loosnaples.com | loosnaples.com

Sanlo
(219) 879-0241 | (800) 275-5408
400 State Hwy. 212  Michigan City, IN 46360 
sales@sanlo.com | sanlo.com
Strand Core
(850) 983-9926 | (800) 983-9926
5881 Commerce Road Milton, FL 32583
sales@strandcore.com | strandcore.com

ROPE & ASSEMBLIES DIVISION

SUPPORT AMERICAN WORKERS

http://www.loosco.com
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http://www.kenforging.com


CREATIVEPLANNING.COM

Valuation and Transition Services for Business Owners

Castle Valuation has been serving business owners for over 25 years. Our team helps you understand  
the worth of your business and how to set it up successfully for any future transitions. 

*Visit https://creativeplanning.com/important-disclosure-information/ for information about 
our industry recognition.

A DIVISION OF CREATIVE PLANNING

S E RV I C E S
 � Succession/exit planning

 � Business valuations for selling or gifting stock

 � Minimizing taxes for the sale of your business

 � Reviewing business and estate documents

 � Retirement income strategies

 � Asset allocation to protect future net worth

 � Financial ideas for the next generation

A B O U T C R E AT I V E  P L A N N I N G
 � $225 billion in combined assets under management and 

advisement*

 � 45+ Attorneys and 70+ CPAs

 � 305+ CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM Professionals

 � Independent, fee-based, investment advisor

 � Conducts business as a fiduciary

 � Works with clients in all 50 states
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11 New Field Business Park, 
Stinsford Road, Poole, 
 Dorset, BH17 0NF, United Kingdom
+44 (0) 1202 621511

A Modulift MOD 250 Spreader Beam was used 
below-the-hook of a LG1550 crane to lift a Yankee 
Paper Dryer from dock to trailer in Barrow-in-Furness. 

Poole, Dorset, UK >> Allelys, one of the largest 
transport and heavy lift companies in the UK, used 
a Modulift MOD 250 spreader beam below-the-hook 
of a LG1550 crane, to lift a Yankee paper dryer in 
Barrow-in-Furness. These huge pressure vessels 
remove excess moisture during the paper making 
process and are the beating heart of machines used 
to make tissue paper.

The MOD 250 spreader beam, which offers up 
to 250t capacity and a span of between 2 and 21 
metres, was employed at a length of 6.5m for this 
specific project. The Yankee Dryer, weighing 137t 
and measuring 5.62m in diameter and 9m in length, 
was moved safely into position aboard flat top trailers 
before being transported 3 miles to the mill in a 
transport configuration with a total length of 27m. 

The MOD 250 provided the ideal lifting solution, 
ensuring the paper dryer was lifted safely and 
ensuring the weight was distributed evenly.

Modulift Spreader Beam Lifts Yankee 
Dryer to Barrow-in-Furness Paper Mill

The MOD 250 Spreader Beam Getting Ready to Lift

Allelys accepted the lifting project from a local 
paper mill in the UK. The dryer was delivered from 
Karlstad, Sweden to Buccleuch Dock, one of the four 
docks which make up the Port of Barrow in Barrow-in-
Furness. Zac Smout, Senior Project Manager at Allelys, 
explained the biggest challenge was presented by the 
total length of the transport configuration. The MOD 
250 provided the ideal lifting solution, used at a length 
of 6.5m to safely balanced the weight of the dryer 
during the lift.

He said: “For this operation our experts undertook 
the complete full service solution by providing project 
management and engineering support, including a route 
survey, swept path analysis, lift plan and lift management. 
To navigate such a long transportation arrangement 
on A-roads is no mean feat and I’m proud that the team 
delivered this safely and on schedule.”

Allelys already had the MOD 250 spreader beam, 
and it made sense to re-use this beam for the paper 
dryer. Modulift spreader beams can be reused without 
the need to re-test or re-certify, wherever the lift is, 
anywhere in the world. This makes them a reliable and 
cost-effective solution for multiple lifts and projects.

Despite the short distance, the sheer size of the load 
meant that the route required street furniture to be 
removed and a police escort. Once on-site, the transport 
arrangement was reversed into storage and the dryer 
was stooled off.

John Baker, Commercial Director at Modulift, said: 
“We have worked with Allelys for many years and are 
pleased that our MOD 250 spreader beam has been used 
for yet another project to carry out a safe lift.”

Allelys are at the forefront of global Heavy Lift  
and project cargo logistics, providing customers  
with a dedicated UK and European “Factory to 
Foundation” service for the UK’s Energy Sectors  
and Heavy Industries.

For more information, please visit www.modulift.com 
The MOD 250 Spreader Beam lifting the Yankee Paper Dryer

http://www.modulift.com
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Our team will work with you to design  
and fabricate virtually any stainless-steel 
needs you can think of! Suncor can create 
something from the ground up or modify  
one of our existing items to fit your needs. 
Not sure if we can do it? Ask us!

Need Something Custom?   
You can count on Suncor! 

• CNC Swiss Screw Machine
• CNC Multi Axis Lathe Machine
• CNC Tube Drilling and Milling Machine
• CNC Lathe/Turning Machine
• CNC Milling Machine
• TIG and MIG Welding

OUR EQUIPMENT AND WELDING 
CAPABILITIES INCLUDE:

WHAT CAN SUNCOR 
CUSTOMIZE FOR YOU?

ROD ENDS
Grade: 304 
Stainless Steel

EYE BOLTS
Grade: 316 
Stainless Steel
Thread Type: UNC

Take a look at some of our customizable products:

HEX NUT BLANKS
Grade: 316 Stainless 
Steel

WIRE ROPE 
ASSEMBLIES
Grade: 304 & 
316 Stainless Steel

(800) 394-2222 
sales@suncorstainless.com 
www.suncorstainless.com
70 Armstrong Road - Plymouth, MA 
3900 Civic Center Drive - North Las Vegas, NV

Alaska Rubber Group, an employee-owned industrial 
distribution company, headquartered in Anchorage 
Alaska, has rebranded as ARG Industrial.

ARG Industrial is a solutions focused organization 
specializing in the distribution of hose, fittings, lifting & 
rigging products and serves a wide variety of industrial 
markets across Alaska and the Pacific Northwest.

ARG Industrial’s former subsidiary trade names 
include Alaska Rubber & Rigging Supply Inc., Arctic 
Wire Rope & Supply, Central Hose & Fittings, Industrial 
Supply Inc., Inland Pacific Hose & Fittings, North Sound 
Hose & Fittings, Pacific Hose & Fittings, Pacific Rubber 
Inc., Timco Inc, & The Hose Pro.

The rebranding to ARG Industrial also signifies a 
reorganization of the company’s structure, bringing 
together the various subsidiary units into one company 
under one name, and effectively sunsets all historical 
subsidiary trade names.

“Moving forward under one ARG Industrial banner 
will allow us to serve the market in a more effective way, 
offering a more consistent customer experience, a broader 
range of products and services, and a unified go-to-market 
strategy providing more value for customers wherever we 
do business.”

Mike Mortensen, President & CEO ARG Industrial.

ARG Industrial strives to become the secret to 
its customers success, providing flexible industrial 
solutions to power and lift your world.

5811 Old Seward Highway
Anchorage, AK 99518 
907.562.2200 • www.alaskarubbergroup.com

Alaska Rubber Group Rebrands



When working at height, it needs to be done safely. Not only for 
the employees doing their jobs at height, but also for people and 
resources located directly below the workstations. After all, making 
mistakes is only human, and deaths and injuries due to falling objects 
occur frequently. Green Pin®’s main mission is to improve safety in 
lifting operations; dropping Green Pin® shackle parts is not an option 
for us!

So, as pioneers in the field of safety, we are now the first to 
introduce a plug-and-play solution to avoid dropping shackle parts: 
the Green Pin® Catch shackle. Make safety the centrepiece of your 
rigging. Catch if you care. 

Read more at greenpin.com/catch

SHACKLES AT 300 FEET? 
HERE IS OUR CATCH.

   CONEXPO 2023   #N12035
   OTC 2023  #4009
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800.628.4263        •        caldwellinc.com        •        Made in the USA        •        Lifetime Warranty        •        Custom Solutions

Is there any such thing as a routine pick? 

Unique lifting situations call 
for experience & innovation
How do you prepare for lifting an AC unit this afternoon,
a bridge girder on Wednesday, and a wind turbine blade
next month? 

You count on Caldwell. 

With almost 70 years of the below-the-hook experience, 
we’ve quite literally seen – and manufactured – it all.
From a top-quality, in-stock beam to a high-tech, one-of-
a-kind custom transport carriage for the next lunar lander, 
Caldwell has you covered. And that’s no bull.

800-628-4263 815-229-5667 caldwellinc.com

2023 BTH
General Lifters

Rockford, Illinois 61109 USA

Phone: 815.229.5667 or 800.628.4263 

Fax: 815.229.5686

caldwellinc.com

CALDWELL

RUD

RENFROE

Member

Need a specialized beam 

high-rise development?

Or maybe you’re looking 

complicated bridge project?

Or how about an Adjust-

able Leg Grab to move 

concrete or stone blocks for 

Caldwell engineering design 

crew knows how to develop 

Caldwell engineers and 

technical sales reps form a

360-degree support network

t
problem. Learn more on

pages 4.

Construction Lifts Require Expertise

Start Your Project Today 800.628.4263
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Count On
Caldwell

Get Your FREE Caldwell Catalog.

caldwellinc.com/caldwell-catalog-library/

800-628-4263                  815-229-5667                  caldwellinc.com

CALDWELL

RUD

RENFROE

2023 Mill Duty
Lifting Catalog

Rockford, Illinois 61109 USA

Phone: 815.229.5667 or 800.628.4263 

Fax: 815.229.5686

caldwellinc.com

CALDWELL

RUD

RENFROE

Member

Custom builds made easy. Need to transport 

that rotates, weighs the load, includes indicator lights, 

and operates on DC power? The Caldwell design crew 

and on budget. Read more on pages 4-5.

 With a combined 100+ 

years of experience, the Caldwell engineers and tech-

nical sales reps form a 360-degree support network to 

help you create exactly what you need, from standard, 

in-stock items to fully customized special orders.

Our Innovation
Will Move You

CALDWELL

RUD

RENFROE

Start Your
Project Today

800.628.4263
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Save the date

October 15-18

AWRF General Meeting and P.I.EAWRF General Meeting and P.I.E
Dallas Texas
Sheraton Dallas Hotel

1549 Fenpark Drive
St. Louis, MO 63026
800-325-2699
www.lacledechain.com

Chain Manufacturing Company Makes Strategic Move to 
Prepare for Season of Growth 

FENTON, MO.-Laclede Chain Manufacturing 
has welcomed aboard a new Director of Rigging 
and Marine, Roland Ross, to bolster plans for 
growth in the new year. Roland will be driving 
efforts to make Laclede's chain products, customer 
service, and strategic partnerships stronger than 
ever for the Rigging and Marine industries. 

Roland has extensive background in domestic and international 
Rigging, with more than three decades of experience working 
for rigging shops and manufacturers around the world to build 
stronger supply chain partnerships. He brings with him a strong 
understanding of what it takes to be a reliable supplier in today's 
supply chain and foster prosperous outcomes for customers. 

More and more North American rigging shops and marine 
customers are turning to Laclede as a reliable source for high 
quality overhead lifting, marine, and general-purpose chains. 
All of Laclede's chains are domestically manufactured, making 
turnaround time more reliable than offshore suppliers amidst 
ongoing supply chain challenges. 

"Before the pandemic, rigging and marine chain supply was 
less of an issue; customers shopped based on price and chain 
quality. But today, there's a primary need for product, period." 
Ross said. "The relationships Laclede builds with customers 
allows us to operate with proactive reliability and ensure that 
our customers are taken care of as their needs and the market 
changes. This alone sets Laclede apart from competitors, and 
I'm proud to be part of the team that's leading the way."

"Like all suppliers, Laclede has struggled to deliver the 
product that our customers require. Adding Roland to the 
team is a clear sign to the industry that Laclede is rising 
above those challenges now and we're positioning ourselves 
to make a big comeback in 2023. Ross has already proven to 
be a strong leader that values the customers' viewpoint," said 
Tim Riley, President/CEO. "And he's playing a vital role in our 
growing efforts to keep America driving forward." 

Bringing Roland on board is Laclede's first step in becoming 
a stronger link in the domestic supply chain and expanding 
customer base through the U.S. and Canada. Laclede's 
primary goal going forward is to find the right, long-term 
partners in the chain industry to work with for years to come.

Laclede Chain Brings Aboard New Director of Rigging & Marine
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Follow Us on Social Media!
Facebook: @AssocWireRopeFabricators

Twitter: @AWRF 

Instagram: @AWRF_IG

LinkedIn:  Associated Wire Rope Fabricators

Be the first to
 know, 

by being in the know!
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PRODUCED IN USA
100% HMPE

LIGHT & STRONG
CONSISTENT PERFORMANCE

SlingXL Premium Roundsling Yarn is FibrXL’s 
most reliable roundsling yarn. SlingXL Premium 
is produced with bio-based SK78 Dyneema®. 

This Roundsling Yarn has the 
LOWEST CARBON FOOTPRINT 
Available in the Market Today. 

Sling XL Premium provides Sling XL Premium provides ultimate reliability 
and the most consistent performance you 
may expect from roundsling yarn.

CALL US: 804  3294383             VISIT US ONLINE:   W W W.F I B R X L.CO M              
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