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AWRF promotes interests common among
companies manufacturing, fabricating, or
distributing lifting, rigging and load securement
devices made of chain, rope, and synthetic
products. The association works to establish,
acquire, preserve, and disseminate various
technical information, and encourages the
development of safety standards and programs,
and product identification procedures. Assistance
has been provided for establishing and
maintaining adequate products liability insurance,
as well as other insurance needs of the industry.
Common problems and purposes of the industry,
such as those involving production, distribution,
service and safety are reviewed and advanced by
lawful means on a regular basis.

WE APPRECIATE
YOUR PARTICIPATION.

AWRF
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SCHEDULE
TUESDAY – OCTOBER 17th, 2023

8:00 a.m.   Networking Breakfast 

   Scholarship Recipient Awards & Safety Award Recipients

8:45 a.m.   Gary Pittsford – Creative Planning

9:30 a.m.  AWRF Future Planning - *decision maker’s presence requested

10:30 a.m.  Baron Lukas – ExecHQ

11:30 a.m.   Thierry Verreet

12:00 p.m.  Alden Mills – UNSTOPPABLE CULTURE: The Practices

    and Essential Components for Enduring Organizational  Success

1:00 p.m.  Adjourn

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Alden Mills

Alden Mills is on a mission to help 100 million people Be Unstoppable. With more 

than 40 years of experience failing and succeeding in a vast array of different 

environments from sports, military, and business to nonprofits and community 

action groups, he learned success is driven by one vital factor – leadership – of 

oneself and others. 

The first person Alden learned to lead was himself. As a weak child with asthma, 

doctors insisted he limit physical activity and avoid sports. Instead, with the 

mindset instilled in him by his mother that “no one defines what you can and 

can’t do, but you,” he went on to become a National Collegiate Champion rower, 

earning Gold and Silver medals at the Olympic Festival, and a Navy SEAL who 

was top of his class. From a young age he amassed notebooks of invention draw-

ings. One of those ideas became the wildly popular Perfect Pushup and today he 

holds over 40 patents worldwide.

As Alden achieved personal successes, he repeatedly grew into leadership po-

sitions. He became captain of his collegiate rowing team, was promoted three 

times to Navy SEAL platoon commander, and ranked #1 platoon commander 

each time. He turned a single invention into a global fitness powerhouse in over 

70 countries with multiple products, leading Perfect Fitness to become the fastest-growing consumer product 

company in the country, with over $95 million in sales in just three years. He has since founded and served on mul-

tiple companies’ boards in retail hard goods, consumable products, and service-based businesses. 

Along the way, Alden cultivated a methodology – Unstoppable Leadership – that develops people into congruent 

and authentic leaders who successfully build teams and create cultures that are unstoppable regardless of the situ-

ation, industry, or environment.

Today Alden Mills is known as one of the leading business thinkers in America and spends his time helping others 

learn and implement the three levels of Unstoppable Leadership. Through speaking, coaching, writing, board ad-

visory, and teaching, Alden helps people acquire the mindset, tools, and actions required to accomplish more than 

they thought was possible.
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SPEAKERS    10.17

Baron Lukas

An executive leader, advisor, coach, and retired Marine Corps Colonel, Baron has 42 years of leader-
ship, management, and mentoring experience. His professional career spans a diverse spectrum of po-
sitions: fighter pilot, instructor, strategist, intelligence officer, professor, commander, and finally, busi-
ness executive, entrepreneur, board member, and advisor. Baron is a Principal at ExecHQ, a consulting 
firm comprised of over 100 senior executives in North America and globally with extensive C-Suite 
(e.g., CEO, CFO, COO, CMO, etc.) experience. ExecHQ delivers on-demand, cost-effective solutions 
for complex business problems faced by CEOs and business owners. Baron’s advisory services include 
pre-transaction valuation improvement, strategy development and execution, executive coaching, cor-
porate governance, and succession planning. Baron heads “ExecHQ MULTIPLE,” an advisory program 
specifically intended to prepare businesses for an M&A transaction or capital raise, and ExecHQ’s Ex-
ecutive Coaching and Corporate Governance practices.

Baron’s long history of business and military leadership positions gives him a unique perspective that 
blends the best practices of both worlds. A native of Germany, Baron is bilingual (English and German) 
and holds two master’s degrees.

Baron and his wife, Tanya, an award-winning author, live on a small ranch just west of Fort Worth, Texas.

 Gary Pittsford Thierry Verreet

Principal
ExecHQ

Gary Pittsford, CFP®, Partner/Chief Valuation Of-
ficer at Creative Planning, has helped hundreds of 
family business owners in all 50 states with busi-
ness valuations, exit planning, estate documents, 
retirement income security and protecting their 
net worth over his more than 45-year career. For 
48 years, Gary was President and CEO of Castle 
Wealth Advisors, that was acquired by Creative 
Planning in 2021 to form Castle Valuation, a new 
division that provides business valuation services 
for corporations, limited liability companies, fam-
ily limited partnerships and other entities across 
a wide range of industries.

Gary grew up on a large farm in central Indiana, 
which his brother continues to operate. He en-
joys hunting in Alaska, Montana and British Co-
lumbia, and he shares his love of fishing with his 
two sons.

Partner/Chief Valuation Officer
Castle Valuation, 

a Division of Creative Planning

Topic: An Update - 
An Uncertain Global Future

Topic: Business Valuations, 
Succession/Exit Planning, 
Timing the Transition,  & 

Protecting Net Worth

Managing Director 
verope Service Center GmbH 

and KV R&D Center

37 years young, married with 2 daughters

Mechanical engineer

Saint Louis University of Madrid and the Technical Uni-
versity of Clausthal Zellerfeld
 
3rd generation of ropemakers in the Verreet family

Over 12 years experience in special wire ropes ranging 
from project management to design and testing (R&D) 
and management
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SATURDAY – OCTOBER 14th, 2023
5:00 – 7:00 PM – Emerging Leaders Welcome Reception – Lobby Bar

SUNDAY – OCTOBER 15th, 2023

8:00 – 11:00 am – Board of Directors Meeting – Remington Room
10:00 – 4:00 pm – Registration – The Grand Hall
11:00 – 4:00 pm – Product Information Exhibition Set-up – The Grand Hall/Dallas Ballroom
5:00 – 5:30 pm – First Timer’s Reception – Remington Room
5:30 – 7:00 pm – Opening Reception – Austin Ballroom

MONDAY – OCTOBER 16th, 2023

7:30 – 9:00 am – Breakfast Buffet – The Grand Hall/Dallas Ballroom
8:00 – 3:00 pm – Product Information Exhibition – The Grand Hall/Dallas Ballroom
9:00 – 2:00 pm – New Product & Technology SPOTLIGHT! – The Grand Hall/Dallas Ballroom
11:30 – 1:00 pm – Luncheon Buffet – The Grand Hall/Dallas Ballroom
6:00 – 7:00 pm – Reception – Chaparral Ballroom

TUESDAY – OCTOBER 17th, 2023

7:30 – 8:00 am – Networking Breakfast – The Grand Hall
8:00 – 1:00 pm – General Business – Dallas Ballroom BC
12:00 – 2:00 pm – Painting with a TWIST – On Property – Dallas Ballroom A3
1:15 – 2:15 pm – Emerging Leaders Meeting – Dallas Ballroom BC
5:15 – 6:15 pm – Reception – The Grand Hall
6:15 – 6:30 pm – Bus Loading & Departure 
7:00 – 11:00 pm – AWRF Gala – AT&T Stadium 

WEDNESDAY – OCTOBER 18th, 2023 

8:30 am Modified Shot Gun Start (weather permitting) – Bus Pickup @ 7:15 am
4:30 – 6:00 pm - Closing Reception – Chaparral

*We will be presenting awards to 2022 Safety Award recipients 
and 2023 Scholarship Award – Company recipients on Tuesday 
during the General Business Session.

*Schedule is subject to change

2024 Spring General Meeting
Omni Nashville Hotel
4/28/2024 - 5/01/2024

2024 Fall General Meeting
La Quinta Resort & Club
10/27/2024 – 10/30/2024

schedule of events

2024
Dates 
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EVENT ACTIVITIES
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AWRF’s Product Information Expo is one of our most anticipated 
events. With over 95 exhibitors, we are THRILLED to present this 
year’s PIE. AWRF’s Chief Executive and Board of Directors would like 
to thank each exhibitor for supporting the 2023 General Meeting & 
PIE and are looking forward to bringing you a great event. 

Check our our “PIE Extras” located near the AWRF Booth!

Stop by the Emerging Leader’s Booth for a Pop-A-Shot contest with 
many prizes available!

Fun! Plain and simple. No creative or artistic skills are needed. Paint-
ing with a Twist is all about connecting with friends over a glass of 
wine, your favorite snacks and a lot of laughs.

Oh, and you’ll also learn how to paint
the scene shown!

PRODUCT INFORMATION EXPO

PAINTING WITH A TWIST

Schedule Time: 8AM-3PM

Schedule Time: 12PM-2PMPM

THE GRAND HALL/DALLAS BALLROOM

DALLAS BALLROOM C
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Here at Stevens Park Golf Course we pride ourselves on the high 
quality of magnificent golf, superb amenities and outstanding ser-
vice that we offer our valued customers. We have worked hard over 
the years to become a staple of the community, and in the process 
we have earned recognition as one of the region’s premier golf ex-
periences.

Holes: 18 | Par: 70 | Yardage: 6,285

ON THE FIELD AT AT&T STADIUM, yes you heard that RIGHT! We will 
be dining and dancing the night away on the Dallas Cowboy’s �eld. 
Other surprises are de�nately in store for the evening. 

Transportation will be provided after the cocktail hour at the Shera-
ton AND from the stadium after the event concludes. The busses will 
be making ONE trip there and ONE trip back. Should you miss either 
transportation, �nding your own transportation will be needed.

Activities will be available, dress accordingly should you participate.
We have been told, heels on the �eld are not comfortable. 
Busses will start loading at 6:15pm to depart to the stadium.

Networking golf tournament

Awrf gala ON THE FIELD

Schedule Time: 7AM-3PM

Schedule Time: 7PM-11PM

@ AT&T STADIUM

BUS PICKUP @ 7:15 AM

JOIN US ON THE FIELD AT 

THE AT&T STADIUM!
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AWRF NEWS

Our AWRF Store is open to all AWRF members. The goal 
of this store is to have co-branded items available to our 
members. We hope that our members see much value 
in the AWRF brand, enough to tell your customers about 
us and the benefits of working with and AWRF member. 
If you are looking for a specific type of item and do not 
see it on our website, email us! 

AWRF STORE 

STORE SALES ARE 

AVAILABLE NOW!

AWRF accreditation program
AWRF’s Board of Directors is pleased to an-
nounce that the first round of BETA rigging 
shops are going through the Accreditation 
Program. We look forward to sharing their ex-
perience with the membership & showcase 
the value this accrediation brings.

ACCREDITATION 

PROGRAM WAIT-

LIST WILL BE 

OPENED AT THE 

CONCLUSION OF 

THIS MEETING
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Emerging Leaders

The Emerging Leaders of 
AWRF is a group for 40 and un-
der members looking to gain 
additional industry advice, 
networking opportunities

Join our Emerging Leaders distribution 
list! Email emily@awrf.org to join! 

I am passionate about this program be-
cause I remember what it was like going 
to my first meeting and the people who 
took me under their wing to show me the 
ropes. The impact they made on my career 
most likely kept me in this industry, and 
I believe Emerging Leaders can have that 
same type of impact on others.” 
                                - Luke Staten (VanBeest)

The Emerging Leaders of AWRF is ready to 
take on the rigging industry. The goal is to 
bring our members learning opportunities, 
networking opportunities and lifelong con-
nections. 

TO KEEP AWRF VIABLE.

TO HELP AWRF BETTER SERVE YOUR 
BUSINESS HELP MAKE EMERGING 
LEADERS MORE VALUABLE TO YOU.

INCREASES INVOLVEMENT FROM 
YOUNGER GENERATIONS.

NETWORKING WITH THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF INNOVATORS.

< 40

INTERESTED IN BEING A MEMBER 

OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE OR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS? LET US KNOW! 



Download the free app now.

Tap “Download the app” to access the 

guide on your iOS or Android device.

To access the guide	 use the&

passphrase: 

AWRF Fall 2023
General Meeting & PIE

has gone mobile!
https://guidebook.com/g/awrftx23/

awrf23pie AWRF Fall 2023 General
October 14 - October 18, 2023
Dallas, TX

General Info

Schedule

P.I.E. - Booth Information

My Schedule

Share Your Photos!

Attendees

Inbox

Notes
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GUIDEBOOK
Download our guidebook app to keep up with all of our meeting happenings. 
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The AWRF Scholarship Committee will be intro-
ducing IPTAM – (I Pay Twenty-five A Meeting) to at-
tendees at this Fall General Meeting & PIE.

The mission of IPTAM is to expand the Associa-
tion’s scholarship funds, which ultimately will re-
sult in awarding additional scholarships to AWRF 
member employes, and their families.  

For only $25, a very small sum, IPTAM provides 
all Conference attendees with a mechanism to be 
contributors to the scholarship efforts of AWRF.  
 
IPTAM opens the door for general meeting at-
tendees, whose company may not currently be 
donating to the scholarship program, with a way 
to support, and grow, AWRF’s scholarship efforts.  
Additionally, even if your company is currently do-
nating to the scholarship program, IPTAM provides 
you the ability to personally contribute and be a 
difference maker.

Each meeting attendee that donates at the general 
meeting will be recognized by affixing an IPTAM 
decal to their meeting badge.  Additionally, attend-
ees who donate will be recognized in Slingmakers 
magazine.  

We hope you will choose to donate $25 to IPTAM. 

WANT TO DONATE? HERE’S HOW!

• FIND SOMEONE FROM THE AWRF 
OFFICE  TO DONATE CASH

• PAY BY PAY-PAL  (QR CODE PROVIDED BELOW)

IPTAM
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SCHOLARSHIP
A very special thank you to our scholarship donors. without you, awarding twelve (12 ) & 

counting schoalrships per year would not be possible. 

Acero sueco palme

adb hoistrings

advantage rigging

advantage sales

alaska rubber group

assembly specialty products

associated wire rope and rigging

bairstow lifting

bishop lifting Products

bridon bekaert

cable moore

the caldwell group

cargo control usa

cargo equipment

cascade rigging

ceca forge

celik halat

chant engineering

chicago hardware

Cromox us

dakota riggers

dcl mooring & rigging

doleco usa

elephant lifting/tiger lifting

elite sales

f.d. lake company

fulcrum lifting

I & I sling

john sakach co.

ken forging

kennedy wire rope 

kulkoni

metro wire rope

oz lifting products

pacific industrial

pacific west wire rope

peck & hale

peerless

pellow engineering services

pewag

royal vanbeest

sahm splice

samsel supply

sheave source

slingmax

southern wire

st. pierre chain 

the rigging box

the rubicon group

total tool supply

united rigging

west coast wire rope

wire rope exchange

wirerope works

wirop industrial

wisconsin lifting specialists

THANK YOU!

16 guys memorial scholarship

robert h. ashley memorial scholarship

bill franz memorial scholarship

juergan prohaska memorial scholarship

don sayenga memorial scholarship

nacm scholarship

ronald j. worswick memorial scholarship

mel fireovid trade scholarship

oliver crosby & edwin Harrington 

memorial scholarship (trade)
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SAFETY AWARD WINNERS
Our companies lift and move the world, it’s important to be safe while doing so! 

thank you to our member companies who participate in our 

Safety award program and focus efforts on running safe shops!

GOLD

PLATINUM

SILVER

STANDARD

American Rigging

Cable Moore

Charleston’s Rigging and Marine

The Crosby Group

Dakota Riggers

Harrington Hoists

Hoisting Wire Rope

Holloway Houston

I & I Sling

Kulkoni

F.D. Lake Company

Marine Rigging

Woodward Wire Rope

Alps Wire Rope

American Webbing & Fittings

Amick Associates, Inc.

B.C. Wire Rope & Rigging

Bilco Wire Rope & Supply

Cableco

Consolidated Rigging & Marine Supply

Fulcrum Lifting Cincinnati

Vernon Lifting

Global Rigging and Synthetics

Industrial Magnetics

IntegriCert

Kennedy Wire Rope & Sling

Laclede Chain

Liftgear International

Peck & Hale

Phoenix Rope & Rigging

Rugged Controls

West Equipment

DIAMOND

Actek Manufacturing

Cable Cisco

Carpenter Rigging-Bakersfield

Esmet

Fulcrum Lifting

Mazzella Companies

Memphis Chain & Cables

Metro Wire Rope

Roberts Calibration

Samsel Supply

US Rigging Supply

Wisconsin Lifting Specialists

Handling Systems Int’l (HSI)

Northern Strands

ProofCert

SWOS

Van Beest

Bairstow Lifting Products

Cascade Rigging

Chant Engineering

Mile High Rigging

Pacific Industrial Supply

The Rigging Box

John Sakash Company


